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Dear Tennessean:

The tragic news is that more than 1,100 people die each year in accidents
on Tennessee roads and highways. The better news is that it doesn’'t have to be that
way.

That’s the main reason we have published this manual for you. It could save
your life...and the lives of those citizens who travel our highways with you. After
all, your safe and responsible driving is the most effective tool we have in saving
lives.

So we encourage you to read and study this manual. It covers the laws that
affect you as a driver and also provides important driving tips. We' ve tried to
present the material in an easy-to-understand fashion.

So read up and then use what you’ ve learned to travel the great state of
Tennessee. Don't forget to buckle up...and help us save lives.

Phil Bredesen Fred Phillips
Governor Commissioner of Safety




MISSION

B 7o provide state of the art, quality services in a
professional and efficient manner

B 70 promote safe, knowledgeable and competent
drivers in the Great State of Tennessee

VISION

The Driver License Issuance Division, through technology, customer
service, commitment and teamwork, is leading the way in meeting the
needs of the citizens of Tennessee.

We are continually at the forefront in seeking innovative ways to ensure
our citizens receive the highest quality professionalism through state of
the art technology.

We are dedicated to providing efficient, courteous service to our
customers by being reliable and trustworthy in all aspects of serving the
public trust.

We are committed to qualifying safe and knowledgeable drivers while
providing expanding services to meet the changing needs of the public.

We are internationally certified professionals empowered through
teamwork and pride in public services.

Driver License employees are proud to be first in the nation to take their
services into a brave new world. We continue our proactive leadership
that other states emulate. This makes us rise above all.




The Department of Safety has been internationally accredited since 1999.

The Driver License Division is avery diversified division offering varied services for the citizens of Tennessee.
While the primary focus remains issuing driver licenses to qualified applicants, services have broadened to include many
additional customer conveniences including:

 Offering voter registration applications

e Over-the-counter issuance of MVR’s (driving records)

» Processing of Handgun Carry Permit applications and fingerprinting

» Financial Responsibility reinstatements at selected field offices

e Financial Responsibility reinstatement advice letters

During the 2001-2002 Fiscal Year, the division issued 1,419,733 driver licenses/photo ID’s
The Division’s Internet Renewal Program served atotal of 39,292 Tennessee citizens who renewed their driver license ‘on-
line" instead of standing in line at a station.

TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY
1150 FOSTER AVENUE, NASHVILLE 37249-1000

www.tennesseeanytime.org

TENNESSEE DRIVER INFORMATION LINE
(615) 741-3954

TDD — Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (615) 532-2281

FOREWORD

The purpose of this handbook isto give you ageneral understanding of the safe and lawful operation of a motor vehicle. Alone
it will not teach you how to drive. Mastering these skills can only be achieved with a good instructor and plenty of practice. The
handbook will inform you of many things you can do to have a safe and enjoyable experience on Tennessee's highways.

Also included in this handbook isimportant information you must know to pass the Driver License knowledge tests. This book
does not cover all Tennessee traffic laws and may not include the most recent changes in state driver licensing law.

Every effort has been made to have all information included in this manual up-to-date and current as of the date shown in the
promulgation statement.

Misprints or out-dated procedures that may appear within these pages will not over-ride newer law, rules, regulations or policy
that may have been implemented since the printing date.
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DETERMINING WHICH CLASS OF LICENSE YOU NEED

CLASS OF If you want to get a license to drive | Special endorsement
LICENSE this type of vehicle or a similar tank | may also be needed
vehicle
A
e Combination vehicles
* GCWR over
26,000 Ibs.

« Towed vehicle(s)
over 10,000 Ibs.

B

* Trucks or buses
over 26,000 Ibs.
GVWR

* Any such vehicle
towing a vehicle
not in excess of

sy
v [Jy
pilypumyy
iiguligel
L

5HT

ENDORSEMENTS

N Tanks 1,000 gallons or
greater

Hazardous materials

Tanks and Haz Mat

- X I

Double/triple trailers

D

e Generally, all
passenger vehicles,
except vehicle in
Classes A, B, C,or M

When a Class D vehicle is
operated by a person
employed for the principal
purpose of driving, and used
as a public or common carrier
of persons or property

10,000 Ibs. P Greater than_ 15 _
GVWR # passengers including
driver
C S School bus

* Vehicles weighing ﬁ *
26,000 Ibs. GVWR ,
or less:
— Placarded for

hazardous materials
— Designed to seat

more than 15 people

including driver

OR
—Used as a school bus
. F For Hire

H

 Hardship license for
drivers between the
ages of 14 & 16 in
special hardship cases

SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS
MAY APPLY

M

« Motorcycles and
motor-driven cycles

SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS
MAY APPLY

P

¢ [ssued as an
instructional permit
for a Class A, B, C,
D, and M license

PD = “Learner Permit”

SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS APPLY
DEPENDING UPON THE PARTICULAR

CLASS




YOUR LICENSE

This chapter explains who needs a Tennessee driver
license, as well as how to decide which class of license you
need and whether or not you qualify. It also covers ID-Only
licenses.

Who Needs a Tennessee Driver License?

If you live in Tennessee and want to drive a motor
vehicle, you must have a valid Tennessee driver license.

Anyone who moves to Tennessee and has a valid driver
license from another state or country must apply for a Tennessee
driver license if they:

* livein the state longer than 30 days
* have taken employment, or
» would otherwise qualify as a registered voter.

What Class of License Do You Need?

In Tennessee, driver licenses are issued specifically for
the class and type of vehicle you operate. Therefore, the class
of license you should have depends specifically upon the type
of vehicle you operate and for what purpose you use your
vehicle.

The chart on the facing page and the discussion which
follows should help you determine which class of driver
license you need, as well as whether or not you need any
special endorsements.

Class D Licenses

Generally speaking, the magjority of applicants for a
Tennessee driver license will be operators of regular passenger
vehicles, pick-up trucks, or vans. This handbook is designed to
provide the information you need to get a Class D license.

A Class D vehicle is defined as any vehicle, or any
combination of vehicles, with a gross vehicle weight rating of
26,000 pounds or less, aslong as:

1. Thevehicleisnot used for the purpose of transporting
hazardous materials which are required by law to be
placarded.

2. Thevehicleis not used to transport more than fifteen
passengers including the driver, or

3. The vehicle is not a school bus used to transport
children to and from school.

If the vehicleis used for any of these purposes, the driver
isrequired to obtain a Commercial Driver License.

To qualify for a Class D license, you must be at least
Sixteen (16) years of age, and must pass a vision test,
knowledge test, and driving test. If you are under age 18, you
must also meet special qualifications described in the next
chapter.

Class D With F (For-Hire Endor sement)
If aperson’s main job isto drive or transport peoplein a

Class D vehicle, a For Hire endorsement must be added to the
Class D license. This endorsement replaces what formerly
was called a “chauffeur” or “special chauffeur” license.

The Class D license with a For Hire endorsement (Class
D with F) serves as a bridge between the regular driver license
required for private transportation and the commercial license
required for tractor-trailers, large trucks, buses and the like.
Examples of people whose job requires them to have the For
Hire endorsement include:

e Taxi, shuttle service drivers
 Couriers, delivery services (flowers, pizza, etc.)
¢ Ambulance drivers

People hired for some purpose other than driving who
drive in the course of doing their job, generally do not need
this endorsement. For example, plumbers, meter readers and
engineers do not need the For Hire endorsement. Volunteers
driving Class D vehicles also do not need this endorsement.

NOTE: Although you may not be required by law to have
the For Hire endorsement your employer may require you
to obtain this endorsement for insurance or safety
reguirements.

To add the For Hire endorsement, drivers must meet the
eligibility requirements, pass the appropriate tests, and pay a
fee of $4.50. Applicants are eligible to apply for this
endorsement if:

e They are at least eighteen years old,

* No challenge exists concerning their good character,
competency and fitness to be so employed, and

* They will be operating a Class D vehicle.

TESTS REQUIRED — Applicants must pass a vision test,
and a knowledge test designed specifically for the For-Hire
Endorsement. To prepare for the knowledge test, you should
carefully study this entire driver handbook.

Class M (Motorcycle)

The operator of a motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or
motorized bicycle will need to apply for a Class M license.
These two and three-wheeled vehicles are categorized by
cylinder capacity and other design features. Generally, if the
vehicle is over 125 cubic centimeters, a Class M license is
issued; under 125cc, a Class M limited license is issued.

Class M licenses may be issued as a single license, or
along with another primary class. For example, if a driver
wishes to be able to operate both a motorcycle and a Class D
vehicle, he or she should apply for a Class DM license.

Applicants wishing to apply for a Class M license should
obtain and read the Motorcycle Operator Manual in addition
to this manual. “Off-road” motor vehicles are not allowed to
be used for the road test.

Tennessee Driver Handbook

Your License



ClassA, B, or C (Commercial)

Operators of larger and more complex vehicles will need to
apply for a Commercial Driver License (CDL). These licenses
include Class A, B, and C depending upon the Gross Vehicle
Weight Rating (GVWR), Gross Combination Weight Rating
(GCWR), and what is being transported.

In general, state law defines a commercial motor vehicle
(CMV) as any vehicle or combination of vehicles weighing
more than 26,000 pounds. If hazardous materials are
transported, or if the vehicle is designed to transport more
than fifteen (15) passengers including the driver, or if the
vehicleis used as a school bus, aCDL would also be required,
regardless of the weight of the vehicle.

Drivers who need a CDL should obtain the Commercial
Driver License Manual which contains detailed information
necessary to prepare for the tests. These manuals are available
at all driver license stations.

NOTE: If a person holds a valid commercial driver
license (Class A, B, or C license), this license is also
valid for operating a Class D vehicle. No separate Class
D license is required. A Class M license would be
needed, however, if acommercial driver also wanted to
operate a motorcycle.

Learner Permit (Class PD)

Instructional permits are issued in conjunction with
another class of license, indicating the class of vehicle which
the operator islegally entitled to drive. For example, the Class
PD license alows drivers to learn how to drive Class D
vehicles.

To obtain aClass PD license, you must have reached your
fifteenth birthday and pass the written and vision tests. You
will be permitted to operate an automobile only when
accompanied by alicensed driver who is at least 21 years old
and who must occupy the seat beside the driver.

To exchange your Class PD license for a Class D license,
you are required to take a driving test and another vision test.

If you are less than 18 years old, you must have held a
valid Class PD for 180 days and abide by all the requirements
of the Graduated Driver License law as outlined in the next
chapter.

No matter how old you are, we suggest that you take
adequate time to practice your driving skills and return only
when you have mastered these skills. You will not need to
repeat your knowledge test unless you let it expire over 12
months.

ClassH (Hardship)

A hardship license (Class H) may be issued to a minor
who is fourteen or fifteen years old to operate passenger
vehicles or motorcycles. These licenses are issued only in
cases of family hardship and are limited to specific needs.
Proof of hardship must be submitted with a Hardship
Application (SF-0263). Each application is reviewed and
evaluated on an individual basis. Less than one percent of all
licenses issued to minors are hardship licenses.

Applicants who qualify to apply for a hardship license
must pass a vision test, knowledge test, and road test. The
Class H license is valid only for daylight hours and for travel
to authorized locations as specified on an attachment.

Those with a hardship (Class H) license who are at least
fifteen (15) years old are extended the same privileges as
those holding a Class PD license, when they are accompanied
by any of the responsible adults listed for the Class PD.

Regardless of age at time of approval, aHardship License
will expire on the applicant’s 16th birthday.

NOTE: If you are approved for a Hardship License and
it islessthan 6 monthstill your 16th birthday, you will be
required to renew a Class PD upon expiration of your
Hardship License. You will need to hold this learner
permit until you have attained a total of 180 days driving
experience between the two license types and meet the
GDL Requirements as outlined in the next chapter.

Identification Licenses (1D Only”)

There are two types of identification licenses which may
be obtained for identification purposes only. No testing is
required, but all require the applicant to meet the same
standards for proof of identity and residency as are required
for any driver license. None are valid for any vehicular
operation. If an applicant is under the age of eighteen (18) a
responsible adult must complete a portion of the Minor/Teen-
age Affidavit and Cancellation form (available at any driver
license station) at the time of application.

1. The first type of ID may be issued to any person not
currently holding a valid driver license who presents
positive proof of identification and all other
requirements detailed in the next chapter. At age sixty-
five (65) or older, the ID does not expire.

2. Any applicant who does not have a social security number
shall complete an affidavit, under penaty of perjury,
affirming that the applicant has never been issued a SSN,
and must provide either an original or certified copy of one
of the following:

(a) Birth Certificate issued by Tennessee or another state,
possession, territory or commonwealth of the USA - OR

(b) Documentation issued by the United States Immigration
and Naturalization Service acceptable to the
Department of Safety.

3. Any person who is mentally retarded or physicaly
handicapped may obtain a “permanent identification
license.” In addition to presenting positive proof of
identification, they must submit a certified statement from a
licensed doctor stating they are unable to operate a vehicle.
Those who qualify for thisID may receiveit free of charge.
ID licenses issued in this manner do not expire.

Tennessee Driver Handbook
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As a service to Tennessee residents, families with children,
including infants, may obtain these identification-only
licenses for their children.

Who Is Not Required To Have
A Driver License?

« Any member of the armed forces while operating a motor
vehicle owned or leased by any branch of the armed
services of the United States, including the National
Guard.

e Operators of any road machinery, farm tractor, or
implement of husbandry which is temporarily operated or
moved on a highway.

» Non-residents who have in their immediate possession a
valid driver license issued by their home state or country,
equivalent to the appropriate class or type of Tennessee
license.

Individualswho are not U.S. citizens and who, in connection
with their employment in managerial or technical positions
in Tennessee, may operate vehicles with a valid driver
licenseissued by another state, country, or international body
for aperiod of six (6) months.

* Students pursuing an approved driver training coursein a
public or private secondary school, or in a licensed
commercial driver training school for passenger vehicles,
when accompanied by a certified instructor.

Who Is Not Eligible?

» Anyone whose license is currently suspended or revoked
in this, or any other state

Anyone the Commissioner has reason to believe would
not be able to operate a motor vehicle safely because of
mental or physical disabilities

Anyone who has been proven to be a habitual drunkard or
who is addicted to the use of narcotics.

» Anyone required to show proof of financial responsibility
who has not done so.

Anyone under the age of eighteen who has dropped out of
school before graduating, or who does not make
“satisfactory progress’ in school.

Driving without being licensed isa class B misdemeanor.
The penalty is afine up to five hundred dollars ($500) and/or six
monthsin jail.

PENALTY FOR DRIVING

WITHOUT A LICENSE

While driving in Tennessee you must have your driver
licensein your possession to display upon demand to any law
enforcement officer. If you do not have your license with you,
you may be fined not less than two dollars ($2.00) and no more
than fifty dollars ($50.00).

Other Driver License Services

Anatomical Gifts

More than 80,000 Americans, including nearly 1,600
Tennesseans, are waiting for a life-saving organ transplant.
Sixteen people die each day while waiting because there is a
shortage of donors. Hundreds of thousands more need a life-
enhancing tissue or cornea transplant.

More than 750,000 Americans benefit from alife-enhancing
tissue transplant each year another 46,500 have better vision each
year as a result of corneal transplants. Your decision to become
an organ and tissue donor can save or enhance someone's life.

By signing the back of your driver’s license, you could be
giving someone the ultimate gift — the Gift of Life. When you
apply for adriver’'slicense, or renew your current one, there will

East Tennessee

Mountain Region Donor Services................ 888 562-3774
............................................................... or (423) 915-0808
East Tennessee Eye Bank............cccccueneee.. (865) 544-9625

Knoxville Area

Tenn. DONOr SENVICES .....ceevveeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeens 888-562-3774

............................................................... or (423) 588-1031

East Tenn. Eye Bank ........cccocoveinciniecnnen. (865) 544-9625
Nashville Area

Tenn. Donor Services Tissue Bank .............. 888-234-4440

............................................................... or (615) 327-2247

Chattanooga Area

Tennessee Donor Services........covvveeveenee. (423) 756-5267
Lions Eye Bank........cccccverrenieeneieniecnen, (423) 778-4000

Jackson Area

Tennessee Donor Services........coveveeveenee. (731) 425-6393
Memphis Area

Midsouth Transplant Foundation................ (901) 328-4438

Midsouth Eye Bank.........ccccceereereisieenen. (901) 726-8264

Regional Medical Center Skin Bank ......... (901) 545-8313
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be a box for you to check which indicates your wishes to be an
organ and tissue donor. You may fill out the Tennessee Organ
Donor Card on the back of your license at any time.

In July, 2001, the law changed to make a signed driver’'s
license or donor card the ultimate way to indicate a person’s
decision to become adonor. The law clarifiesthat only the person
signing the driver’s license can revoke this decision — no one
else. It isimportant, however, for your family members to know
your decision about donation so they can ensure your wishes are
carried out.

For more information regarding organ and tissue
donation, please contact the agencies (see chart below) in
your area. Website: www.DCIDONOR.org

“Motor Voter”

To make it easy for citizens to apply to register to vote,
the law requires us to offer you the opportunity to register to
vote, or to update your voting records, when you apply for a
driver license or ID. The Department does not actually
process your voter registration application. Instead, we
forward your information to your local election commission,
if you request.

Tennessee Driver Handbook

10

Your License



APPLYING FOR YOUR LICENSE

What Do You Need To Bring?

To reduce the potential for fraud, and to protect you, it is
necessary for usto be able to determine that you are “who you
say you are.” Thisiswhy it is necessary for you to bring us
positive proof of your name and date of birth, and why we
require original or certified documents, not photocopies.

If your current name is different than the one shown on
these documents, you must be able to show al of the links
between your name currently on file with the department and
the name you currently desire to have shown, with each link
supported by original, certified legal documents. We cannot
accept name changes through the mail.

You can apply for your license anywhere, not just in the
county where you live. For a complete list of driver license
stations, see the list of stations on last two pages of this
handbook.

This chapter describes what you need to do to apply for
your license. For aquick overview, see the checklist at the end
of this chapter.

Proof of Identify
The Driver License Examiner will require positive proof of
date of birth and identification of any person applying for any
class of driver license or photo identification license. The
Examiner will ask for two (2) items of proof as follows:

¢ ORIGINAL applicants must have at least one item from
the Primary Identification list. The second item may be
from the Secondary ldentification list or another item
from the primary list.

e Applicants for DUPLICATES or RENEWAL of an
existing Tennessee DL/ID generally must provide 2 items
from either list.

* NEW RESIDENTS must surrender their license from the
former state -OR- provide the same two (2) items of
proof as required of an ORIGINAL applicant.

* CHANGE OF NAME: Applicant’swill need proof (such
as origina certified court order, marriage certificate,
divorce decree, etc.) of name changes when any of the
primary or secondary documents detailed below have a
name different than the applicant’s current name.

Primary Identification
Acceptable primary identification includes but is not limited to original or certified documents with full name and date of birth, such as the

following items:

Table: 2.1

Document
U.S. photo driver license or photo ID card or
license from another country

May also include photo learner permits

Notes

Original or Certified Birth Certificate

- Must be original or certified copy, have a seal and be issued by an authorized
government agency such as the Bureau of Vita Statistics or State Board of Health.

- Hospital issued certificates and baptismal certificates are NOT acceptable.

- Foreign hirth certificates, not issued in English, must be translated and accompanied by &
Certificate of Accurate Translation.

Military Identification

Active Duty, Retiree or Reservist military ID card
Discharge papers
Military Dependent 1D card

Passport (Valid)

Passports, not issued in English, must be translated and accompanied by a Certificate of
Accurate Translation. Passports are not acceptable if expired.

Immigration Naturalization Service documentation

Certificate of Naturalization N-550, N-570, N-578
Certificate of Citizenship N-560, N-561, N-645
Northern Mariana Card, American Indian Card
U.S. Citizen Identification Card (1-179, 1-197)
Temporary Resident Identification Card (1-688)

[-551

Travel Documents - Record of Arrival and Departure (1-94)

U.S. Re-entry Permit (1-327)
Employment Authorization card (I-688A, -688-B, 1-766)

Refugee 1-94 Record of Arrival and Departure stamped “ Refugee”, not likely to bein a

foreign passport
Refugee Travel Document (1-571)

Canadian documents Immigration Record and Visa or Record of Landing (IMM 100)
Canadian Department of Indian Affairsissued 1D card

Marriage Certificate

Must include the applicant’s full name and date of birth. The certificate must be the copy
that is registered AFTER the marriage; NOT just the “license” authorizing the union.

Federal Census Record

Must include the applicant’s full name and date of birth (age)

Applicant’s Own Child's Birth Certificate

Must include the applicant’s full name and date of birth (age)

Adoptive Decree

Must include the applicant’s full name and date of birth

Legal Change of Name (Divorce, €etc.)

As recorded in court decree with judge's origina signature and/or official court seal

 Any confirmation of date of birth in court of law

As recorded in court document(s) with judge's original signature and/or official court seal

Any other documentary evidence which confirms to the satisfaction of the Department the true identity and date of birth of the applicant.
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Secondary Identification

Document Notes
Computerized Check Stubs Must include the applicant’s full name pre-printed on the stub.
Union Membership Cards Must include the applicant’s full name

Work IDs

Preferably with photo

Financial Institution Documents

Computer printouts of bank statements, savings account statements, loan documents, etc.

Socia Security Documents

SS Card (original only not metal or plastic replicas), printout, benefits statements, etc.

Health Insurance card

TennCare, Medicaid, Medicare, etc.

IRS / state tax form

W2 Forms, Property tax receipts, etc.

Military Records

Assignment orders, selective service cards, Leave & Earnings Statement, etc.

Proof of Tennessee Residency

The Driver License Examiner will also require positive

proof of Tennessee residency for the following applicants:

e ORIGINAL applicants for a first time 1D, permit or
license of any class.

e NEW RESIDENT applicants for an ID, permit or
license of any class.

e« RETURNING RESIDENT applicantsfor an ID, permit
or license of any class (even when the applicant may
have previously held a Tennessee ID or license before
moving out of state).

Items that will be considered as acceptable proof of

residency shall consist of two (2) separate documents from

Table: 2.2

the lists shown in Table 2.2 as long as the documents contain
the following information:

1. The applicant’s name - OR -

2. The name of the applicant’s spouse, if the applicant has
a spouse (proof of relationship required) - OR -

3. If the applicant isaminor, the name of aparent or legal
guardian (proof of relationship required)

4.The Tennessee residence address used on the
application for ID, permit or license of any class.

5. Documents must be originals, no photocopies or
facsimile copies can be accepted.

NOTE: Proof of relationship is generaly the certified
marriage or hirth certificate. (long-form)

Showing residence address used on application and your

Two Documents From List A

name, or name of your parent, guardian or spouse

OR

One Document From List A and
One Document From List B

LISTA
Current utility bill including telephone, electric, water, gas,
cable, etc. (Must include postmarked envelope bill was
mailed in) Initial Deposit Receipt is NOT acceptable.
Current bank statement (not checks)
Current rental/Mortgage contract or receipt including deed of
sale for property
Current employer verification including paycheck / check
stub, work ID or badge, etc.
Current automobile, life or health insurance policy (not
wallet cards)
Current driver license or ID issued by the State of Tennessee
to aparent, legal guardian or spouse of applicant (proof of
relationship required)
Current Tennessee motor vehicle registration
Current Tennessee voter registration
Current IRS tax reporting W-2 Form

Receipt for personal property or real estate taxes paid within
the last year

In case of student enrolled in public or private school in this
state, student may provide a photo student ID and acceptable
documentation that student lives on campus.

LIST B
Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) issued by
the IRS

Form 1-94 issued to the applicant by the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS)

Employment authorization document (E.A.D.) issued to the
applicant by the INS

1-551 issued to the applicant by the INS

REMEMBER — NO PHOTOCOPIES!
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Social Security Numbers

Tennessee law requires the social security number for all
applications where the U.S. Government has issued the
applicant a social security number. The department is also
required to maintain this information on each applicant’s
record. However, you can choose whether or not to have it
printed on your license.

Tennessee has a computer link with the Social Security
Administration, so most applicants will not have to present
proof of the social security number. The computer will simply
return a message indicating that the number matches (or not).
If the social security number provided fails to match with the
computer records; the Examiner will then be required to ask
for proof of the number from the applicant. Some documents
the Examiner can use as proof are listed below. These
documents may also serve as a second piece of identification.

* Your original Social Security card

» The Internal Revenue Service W-2 Wage and Tax
Statement form

» A computer generated payroll check (check stub) or bank
Statement

e Headlth insurance card with both name and Socia
Security number

If You Have Never Been Issued a Social
Security Number

New legislation passed in May of 2001 allows applicants who
have never been issued a social security number to sign a
sworn affidavit to that effect. Thisaffidavit isavailable at any
Driver License Station and must be signed in the presence of
an Examiner or Notary Public. By signing this affidavit the
applicant attests, under the penalty of perjury, that no social
security number has ever been issued to them by the U.S
Government. This affidavit allows the Department of Safety
to process the application without the requirement of the
social security number.

License FeesAt A Glance

Tennessee licenses now expire every five years on the
driver’s birthday evenly divisible by five (age 30, 35, 40.. . .
55, 60, 65, etc.). This makesit easier for drivers to remember
when it is time to renew, and means they have to renew less
often than before.

To get you on the “Drive for Five’ cycle, your first
license may be for a shorter or longer period than five years.
If so, feeswill be pro-rated. Everyone pays the same fees PER
Y EAR for each license. The fees shown below (Table: 2.3) as
“standard fees’ are calculated for a 5-year license and include
an application fee.

Your actual fees may vary dightly depending upon your
age at the time of applying. The actua fee and number of
years issued will be determined by the age you are within 6
months of (i.e. 21 + 3 months = 21st birthday issue for 4
years, or 21 + 8 months = 22nd birthday issue for 3 years)

Other Applicants

New Residents

People who move to Tennessee must obtain a Tennessee
driver license no later than thirty days after establishing
residency. After passing the required tests, they must
surrender all out-of-state driver licenses. Tennessee law does
not alow aresident of this state to hold more than one valid
license or ID.

If the new resident presents an out-of-state driver license
that has not expired, only the vision test is required, unless
otherwise deemed necessary by the Examiner. However, if the
license has expired over six months, all tests are required.

New residents must also provide items for proof of
residency aslisted at the beginning of this chapter (Table 2-2)

Military Personnel
If a person holds a valid Tennessee license and is in or
enters into the United States armed forces, that license shall

Table: 2.3

D — Operators 16 $19.50

D w/For Hire 18 $22.00

Adding For Hire 18 $4.50

PD — Learner Permit (over 18) 15 $5.50 (for 1 year)

PD — L earner Permit (under 18) 15 $10.50 (for 1 year)

H 14 $9.00

ID Only Under 18 $5.00

ID Only Over 18 $9.50

M — Motorcycle 14 $20.50

DM 16 $38.00

A 21 $46.00

B,C 21 $41.00

Duplicate— D or M — $8.00 for first, $12.00 for subsequent
Duplicate — CDL — $12.00 for first, $16.00 for subsequent
Intermediate Restricted 16 $24.50

Inter mediate Unrestricted 17 $2.00

“Graduating” to Class D 18 $8.00
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remain valid as long as the person remains on active duty, and
is based outside this state. Members of the National Guard
and family members of military personnel are not eligible for
this provision.

While on active duty and stationed outside of Tennessee,
the military person may have a “Code 30" placed on the
license to indicate that the license does not expire. To add this
code, bring acopy of your military ordersto the driver license
station and pay the appropriate fees.

Note, after you have been honorably discharged or
separated from the military, or reassigned to a duty station
back in Tennessee, you have sixty (60) days following the
date of separation on the DD214 form to renew your license
without any penalty or added tests.

Other Common Questions

Q: How Do | ReplaceaLost License?

If your driver license or learner permit is ever lost,
stolen or destroyed, you may obtain a duplicate by applying at
any driver license station. You must apply in person, present
two pieces of proper identification, and pay the appropriate
fee. This fee may vary depending upon the number of
duplicates applied for during the current renewal cycle of
your license.

Q: How Do | Renew My License?

The department mails every driver a courtesy renewal
notice from four to six weeks before their licenses expire.
READ YOUR RENEWAL NOTICE CAREFULLY. Thereare
several ways to renew a driver license, which will be
explained on your notice.

e If you have a current valid photo license, you may
renew by mail, or by Internet.

 If you renewed by mail on your last renewal, or have
certain types of licenses, your renewal notice will
direct you to go to your nearest driver license station to
have a new photograph made.

» If you are 60 years old or older and choose to have a
non-photo license, you may obtain this by mail. You
will be sent a new non-photo license to replace your
old license.

TennesseeAnytlmerg

oNLINE

Your Tennessee
Driver License

Don’t Let Your License Expire. No matter how you
renew, the important thing is to do so before your license
expires. If you let 30 days go by after your expiration date,
there will be a five-dollar late fee. After six months, the late
fee doubles to $10.00. If you let five years go by without

renewing, not only will you have to pay the $10.00 late fee,
you will aso have to pass vision, knowledge, and skills test.

NOTE:These are not “grace periods.” When your license
expires, you are no longer entitled to drive, and will be
subject to the same penalties as someone who has never
been licensed. It is your responsibility to maintain the
validity of your license.

If you do not receive your renewa notice, you may
simply take your current license to any driver license station.
Therenewal noticeitself is not necessary for you to be able to
renew your license.

Q: How Do | Change My Address?

It is important to notify the department of safety! If
your residence address changes (even though you may not
have moved) you are required by state law to notify the
Department of Safety within ten (10) days of this change.
Sometimes addresses are changed without people actually
moving. For example, if your area installs an emergency
“911" system, your address may be changed with the Post
Office. But simply notifying postal authorities will not
provide the information to us. By failing to notify us, you
could missthe renewal date of your license, or even have your
driving privileges suspended or revoked unnecessarily.

The law does not require the address to be changed on
your actual license, just on our files. If you want to have your
record updated, write to us and give us your name (as it
appears on your license), date-of-birth, Social Security
number and, of course, your driver license number. You may
do this by letter, by picking up a change-of-address form at
any driver license station, or by internet.

If you want anew license issued that reflects this change,
you may go to a driver license station, pay the appropriate
fees, and have a new license issued.

When giving us your new address, remember that by law,
your license must show your legal resident address: a house,
and/or apartment number and the street or a route and box
number. The city along with the correct zip code is also
required. A post office box alone will not be accepted as a
mailing address. For on-line service visit our web site at:
http://www.state.tn.us/saf ety

Q: How May | Choose to Release Personal Information
From My Record?

The Federal Driver Privacy Protection Act (DPPA)
prohibits the dissemination or disclosure of personal
information from a motor vehicle record without the “ express
consent” of the person to whom such information pertains.

Therefore, in order to comply with the act, as of June 1,
2000 the persona information contained in your driver
license record is protected. Without your express consent, we
will not release your personal information to people wanting
amailing list or individuals who ask for your record for an
unspecified purpose.

If you want us to release your information you
should visit the local Driver License Station to file
your request or visit our website at
http//www.state.tn.us/safety/dl/privacy.html
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EXPERIENCE

SAFE RECORD
=

TENNESSEE GDL

If Under Age Eighteen
First License or Learner Permit

Tennessee began issuing a Graduated Driver License on
July 1, 2001.

Purpose: To incrementally teach young drivers how to
drive by guiding their progression toward full, unrestricted
driving.

Focus: To increase the young driver's awareness of the
responsibility entrusted to those granted the privilege of driving.

Goal: To increase this awareness through requiring
minimum levels of driving experience and safe driving history
(record) before alowing teenage drivers to receive a “full-
fledged” Class D driver license.

Graduated Driver License

The rulesfor getting adriver license for those under age 18
are summarized in Table 2.4. Motor vehicle crashes are the
major cause of death for young people between the ages of 15
and 20. By requiring more supervised practice, the State of
Tennessee hopes to save lives and prevent tragic injuries.

Learner Permit
 You must be 15 years old and pass the standard written and
visual exams.

 You must hold alearner permit for 180 days.

* You may drive a car only when accompanied by a license
driver 21 years or older.

e You may not drive between the hours of 10 PM. and
6AM.

* Passengers between 4-17 years of age must wear a seat belt.

Intermediate License

Therearetwo (2) Intermediate License levels for those who
are under 18 years of age. The first level is the Intermediate
Restricted License and the second level is the Intermediate
Unrestricted License.

First Level - Intermediate Restricted License
* You must be sixteen (16) years old and pass the driving test.
* You must have held a learner permit for 180 days.

¢ You cannot have more than six (6) points on your record
during the immediate 180 days preceding your
application.

e You must have verification from a parent, legal guardian
or driving instructor stating you have fifty (50) hours
(ten (10) hours at night) of driving experience.

Restrictions of the Intermediate Restricted License
1. You may not drive between 11 PM. and 6 A.M. unless:

e Accompanied by a parent, legal guardian or license
driver 21 years or older. Your parents or legal guardian
must designate this person in writing.

* You aredriving to or from work, school or school activity
(you must have in your possession written permission
from a parent or guardian pertaining to your activity).

e You are driving to or from a hunting or fishing
destination between 4 A.M. and 6 A.M. (you must have
in your possession a valid hunting or fishing license).

2. You may not have more than one passenger in the car
unless:

« One or more passengers are 21 years of age or older

* The passengers are siblings being driven to and from
school.

3. Passengers between 4 and 17 years of age must wear a seat
belt.

Second Level - Intermediate Unrestricted License
e To obtain this license you must be 17 years old.

¢ You must have held an Intermediate Restricted License
for one (1) year.

* You cannot have accumulated more than six points on
your driving record.

e You cannot have had a traffic accident that was your
fault.

* You cannot have 2 seat belt violations.

e Passengers between 4 and 17 years of age must wear a
seat belt.

Final Level - Regular Driver License
e You may obtain a Class D regular driver license when
you are 18 years of age, or

 Upon graduating from high school or receiving a GED.

The word Intermediate” will be removed, however, the
license will still include the “Under 21" indicators.

Proof of Behind The Wheel Driving Experience
Applicants under 18 applying for the Intermediate
Restricted Class D must provide certification that they have
completed fifty (50) hours of supervised driving experience
while holding a valid permit. This experience must include a
minimum of ten (10) hours of night-time driving.
Certification of driving experience must be made on the
official form (SF-1256) provided by the Department of
Safety. This form is available at all DL Stations or may be
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downloaded from our web site. This form must be signed by
either a parent, legal guardian or licensed driving instructor.

Hardship Driver Licenses
The Graduate Driver License (GDL) law DID NOT
affect or change the Hardship procedures in any manner.

» Hardships can still beissued at age fourteen (14) and will
always expire on the driver’s sixteenth (16th) birthday.

e Hardships will still automatically serve as a PD once the
holder turns fifteen (15) years of age.

If the Hardship (or PD) has not been held by the driver
for the minimum of 180 days by the time the Hardship expires
on the sixteenth birthday the driver will have to be re-issued
the learner permit. This permit will need to be carried for the
remainder of time to complete the required 180 days before
the issuance of an Intermediate Restricted (IR) can be
allowed. The Hardship license still CAN NOT be renewed.

New Residents Under 18

Basically when anew resident who is under the age of 18
moves to Tennessee they must enter the GDL Program at one
of the first 2 levels, either the learner permit or intermediate
restricted.

* If the minor has a valid permit from the previous state
then a Tennessee permit is the only thing they may be
issued in Tennessee. They must hold a Tennessee permit
for 180 days, regardless of the length of time they have
carried the permit in the previous state.

 If the minor has a valid license (regular, provisional,
probationary, graduated, etc.) from the previous state that
has been issued for 90 days or more they may apply for
an Intermediate Restricted license only. They must hold
a Tennessee intermediate restricted level license for one
full year before qualifying for the second level,
intermediate unrestricted regardless of the length of time

they have carried the license in the previous state.

° If the license from the prior state has not been
issued for at least 90 days the minor will be
required to start out in Tennessee at the learner
permit level.

« If the minor has graduated from high school or received
their GED prior to turning 18 they may apply for the
regular Class D operator's license as described
previously.

Features of The GDL Photo License

(See page 18 - examples) All GDL levels will have the photo

on the right side of the license and a yellow header bar.
Some of the features of the licenses issued to minors

under GDL include:

* Learner Permits will have a red color coded Tennessee
state imprint indicating GDL in the lower |eft corner.

° A minor who is issued a learner permit will be given a
“restriction card” to carry along with the permit that
explains the restrictions and requirements to advance to
the first level of the Class D license under the GDL
Program. An example is shown on page 18.

» Both levels of the Intermediate License issued under the
GDL program will show thelicense class as Class D aswell
as having the words INTERMEDIATE DRIVER LICENSE
displayed in the yellow header bar on the front of the
license. New Tennessee shaped designations on the face of
the license document will indicate at which level the license
holder currently is under the GDL Program. Yellow
indicates 1st level Intermediate Restricted and Green will
indicate Level 2 the Intermediate Unrestricted.

° A minor who is issued the first level Intermediate
Restricted (IR) Class D will also be given a
“restriction card” to carry along with the license that
explains the restrictions and requirements to advance

Table: 2.4
Overview of New Resident Procedures for Applicants Under Age 18

New Resident
Holding Conditions TN Class to be issued Comments

Learner Permit Any length of time PD Must hold TN PD for 180
days and comply with al
other qualifications and
levels of GDL

Probationary, If held less than 90 days PD Must begin at TN PD level

Intermediate or and follow all GDL

Regular Class D regulations

Probationary, If held for 90 days or more IR (Intermediate Restricted) Must hold TN IR for one full

Intermediate or year, regardless of length of

Regular Class D time aready licensed in other

state. All GDL restrictions
and regulations apply.
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Unsafedrivingincidentsor violationsthat could result in the suspension or automatic downgrade of license level under The
GDL Program are outlined in the following table:

GDL Penalties (Table: 2.5)

Incident

After PD Issued

After Intermediate
Restricted Issued

After Intermediate
Unrestricted | ssued

(8 Six or more points
on driving record

Requires the applicant to continue
to hold the learner permit for an
additional time period until they are
able to maintain arecord with less
than 6 points for 180 consecutive

days

Adds 90 days to the minimum 1
year teen required to hold
Intermediate Restricted (Total = 1
year & 3 months)

(b) Contributing to the

Adds 90 days to the minimum 1

If any of the violations listed in (a),
(b), (c) or (d) occurred during the
time the teen had an Intermediate
Restricted license, but the DOS did
not receive notice from the court
until after we had already issued
the teen an Intermediate

parental approval

Restricted and Re-issuance of a
Learner Permit only until teen
reaches the age of 18

occurrence of an N/A year teen required to hold Unrestricted license, the penalties
accident Intermediate Restricted in the preceding column will still
(Total = 1 year & 3 months) apply. The teen will be “dropped
(c) Conviction of a N/A Adds 90 days to the minimum | Pack” to an Intermediate Restricted
2nd Seatbelt violation N/A 1 year teen required to hold license for 90 days.
Intermediate Restricted (Total = 1
year & 3 months)
(d) Conviction of a Requires completion of a certified
2nd Moving violation NIA driver education course
(e) Forged letter of N/A Revocation of Intermediate If DOS notified after Intermediate

Unrestricted issued, teen’s
Intermediate privileges will still
berevoked and a L earner Permit
re-issued until the 18th birthday.

(f) Contributing to the
occurrence of afatal
accident

Must maintain a Learner Permit
only until teen reaches the age of
18

Revocation of Intermediate
Restricted and Re-issuance of a
Learner Permit only until teen

Revocation of Intermediate
Unrestricted and Re-issuance of a
Learner Permit only until teen

reaches the age of 18

reaches the age of 18

to the second level of the Class D license under the
GDL Program. An example is shown on next page.

» A minor who isissued the second level I ntermediate
Unrestricted (IU) Class D will not be issued any
special cards as there are not any restrictions upon
their driving at this level of the GDL Program.

Additional Requirementsfor Minors

Minor/Teenage Affidavits

Applicants not yet eighteen years old must have an adult sign
aMinor/Teenage Affidavit and Cancellation form, available at
al driver license stations. This form confirms that the adult
signing the form joins in the application for the license and
will be responsible for the actions of the minor driver. It must
be signed by a parent, a step-parent living at the same address
as the applicant, legal guardian, or a grandparent authorized
by the parent, step-parent or guardian.

If adults cannot accompany the minor to the driver
license station to sign the form, it may be picked up ahead of
time and signed before a notary public.

If the grandparent is assuming financial responsibility for
the youth, the grandparent must bring a notarized statement
authorizing this, signed by the parent, step-parent, custodian
or guardian, as appropriate. The statement is not on a

department form, but should be in the following genera
format:
“1 do hereby authorize
to sign for adriver license for
Signed:

(name of grandparent) ”

(name of minor)

(name and relationship of adult granting authorization)
(Notary certificate)

« If aminor applies for a different class of license (such
as motorcycle) the parents or legal guardian will be
required to sign a second teenage affidavit for that

license type.

Proof of School Attendance/Progress

Applicants under the age of 18 must prove they are either
enrolled in or have already graduated from high school. If
they have graduated, they must bring their high school
diploma or G.E.D. certificate with them when they apply. If
not, they need to ask their school to complete a Certificate of
Compulsory School Attendance and take the original part of
this form with them to a driver license station. The form is
valid for only one month.

If astudent fifteen years old or older drops out of school,
the school is required to notify the Department of Safety
which suspends the student’s driving privileges. Thefirst time
astudent drops out, he or she may regain the privilegeto drive
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Examples of the license documentsissued under the Graduated Driver License (GDL) Program are shown below.

Learner Permit Inter mediate Restricted

11345&?!‘9 lmrm 1-: 15-200% oL
Ciags PD on-04-2000 £
Erdmnierrests FOHE II":HHl 10-15-ERE] gR=t

Fmetriction @1 O O« 10 26
B 12545 AT

Front of IR Card

( Y i TERMEDIATE GDL RESTRICTIONS )
= Cindly oone passnger allasd, US1ESS:
| purseriger s 21 o abder s lon a valkl diies loseee, o
- AW g s by foem derver s bouss poing @ o achonol (TP
= & Caniiel drlyve Totaoe 1100 PR - el AN an migh, UNLESS:
El_ EIT 'EE r F_E r!" It - Mzcrmrgenan] by @ paresi, puandesn OF a lisssed dniver age 30 or okl
I ’- trl t. | whin hos bwwn dewagnannd by the pareni o guasdion (WF)
Es “ “ 5 Diviving woood Tiomm work, or sehadelad specifioal |y - idealifand sowesd
* Nlwsl have licepsed deiver age 21 or obder im Fromt seal aprared scvilis: (WI
wal
Ol deive Bt 10:00 PM - 600 AM ‘:':::Illlﬁ.l':::ﬂl g 4 AKF & B i fold) AN itk s val i kemieg or
« Seaibell mse s mandaduey Tor all passengers age 4 = Seathell use is mambatory for all pesemgers e 4 throogh |7
SNERNE: WP fsbhevrs that e ineA el ey Serean f i

\ 1.I‘I|d'l K J \m‘ﬁ.u. WA rTna L S, o el e L SReisT j

Back of PD Card Back of IR Card
/Fnrthinuthdnl‘ﬂl}lﬂﬂnumdﬂmmlﬂ:\ K Iuhmhﬂdﬂmmuﬁ
* Huald the valsd kearner pemnit far m keast |80 duys. I'Illldﬁr'q il Iptwrrandipie Besiriced liconss for s s | vew
s Maintain a sl dri rinared with sy (B sin poanis. | ® Bllaintuin & sale driving rocond wih less than sy i
* Apquire o minimurm of 50 howrs of behand the wheel * Pt comiribaria i m o
driving expenence. including 10 hours at sight. P T TN e T I
PENALTIES: PEMALTIES:
5 T : S FiiR: VN MLUST:
IF ¥ou, . You Hulsr' o mane s, conirkuding in ol Inlermedoie Restricinl
(et i or muore points oo ...conlimie o hold the | sccidenn, o 2ad seathel toker | loese for o addilsnal 9 dis |
yiur drivieg record during | keamer permit untl your Ind prang; wislation. . complete a Driver Fal. Ol
the T clays praot s recard has heen chear fur {'Muul.n- o ——— .drop Back 40 & leamer permin
HFT'I:I""E r'-Tlh !'E"-I |‘|-'“=I Iﬂl 'hi;l"" u fimped apprreal letier until yrm arg 1K v ol
\ﬁ [egs. of ety BAWEHD CRAN - comi D33 En J \a Degi. of Bty BAWEED RN - omi D23 en j

Intermediate Unrestricted

Note: No Restriction
: Card issued with this
e —— T b RS R level. No driving
534 HOHE PROVIDED g ; " restriction applied at
. i thislevel.
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by returning to school and making satisfactory academic
progress. There is no second chance, however. The second
time a student drops out he or she must wait to turn 18 years

old before being eligible to apply.

If a person who dropped out does return to school, the
appropriate school official can certify the student has returned
by completing a different section of the Certificate of
Compulsory School Attendance. They will give the student a 2.
pink copy of the form to take with them to a driver license
station. The student will be required to pay a $20
reinstatement fee on top of the appropriate application and
license fees. Other fees may be added as well, depending on

the individual’s history.

Teen / GDL FAQs

1. What isthe graduated license law?

The new graduated licensing system will place certain
restrictions on teens under the age of 18 who have learner
permits and driver licenses.

Are there any changes in how to apply for a learner
permit or intermediate license under the new law?

The process to apply for a learner permit or intermediate
license is the same with the exception of an additional $5
fee for each application. To apply for an intermediate
license,a parent, legal guardian or license instructor must
present certification that the intermediate license applicant

GDL At-a-Glance Review

Table: 2.6

|_ ev el 1 At least 12 months

: PD At least 6 months / Level 2 Until age 18 Level 3
LEARNER PERMIT INTERMEDIATE INTERMEDIATE REGULAR CLASS D
CLASS PD RESTRICTED UNRESTRICTED
Requirements: | - Must be 15 years old = Must be 16 years old = At least 17 years old = Must be at least 18 years
a " | = Vision Exam = Held a valid PD for 6 = Held a valid Restricted of age

= Knowledge Test

= SF 1010 Form (Proof of
Compulsory School
Attendance and Satisfactory
Progress)

Parent or Legal guardian
must sign Teenage
Affidavit of Financial
Responsibility

Birth Certificate*

Social Security Number **

months
= Certification of 50 hours
behind-the-wheel

experience, including 10

hours at night

= Cannot have:

o SiX Or more points on
driving record during the
180 days immediately
preceding application

= Driving Test/Vision Test

Intermediate for 1 year
= Cannot have:
= Six or more points on
driving record
o have been at fault in a
traffic crash
= have been convicted of a
2nd seatbelt violation
[these would add a 90 day
waiting period to the 1 yr
Intermediate Restricted

= Optional: can apply for a
duplicate of license,
without the word
“Intermediate” on its face

age 21 or older in front
seat

= Cannot drive between
10:00 PM - 6:00 AM

= Seatbelts mandatory for
all passengers age 4 thru
17 (or child restraint
device if under age 4)

= Cannot drive between
11:00 PM - 6:00 AM

= Seatbelts mandatory of all
passengers age 4 thru 17
(or child restraint device if
under age 4)

duration]
Fees: $10.50, any age under Age 16 = $24.50 Age 17 = $2.00 $8.00 or $12.00, regular
18 years old. Age 17 = $21.00 Age 18 = Eligible for regular | duplicate fee depending
Age 18 = Eligible for regular driver license ($8 upon if 1* or subsequent
driver license duplicate fee if had | duplicate

Intermediate

license)
Issued for: 12 months until age 21 Same expiration date @ age 21 | Same expiration date @ age 21
Restrictions: = Must have licensed driver | = Only one passenger = Seatbelts mandatory for = No restrictions and license

all passengers age 4 thru
17 (or child restraint
device if under age 4)

= No additional restrictions,
however, license still
states “Intermediate”
prominently on the face of
the license

looks like regular “Under
21 license”

* See Chapter 2, page 11 for information on acceptable forms of identification
** See Chapter 2, page 13 for more information in SSN requirements
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has a minimum of 50 hours of behind-the-wheel driving
experience, including a minimum of 10 hours of driving at
night.

. What are the restrictions for those with l|earner
permits?

Anyone under the age of 18 who has a learner permit will
be prohibited from driving between the hours of 10 p.m.
and 6 am. When driving, permit holders must have a
licensed driver age 21 or older in the vehicle with them.
Seatbelt useis mandatory for everyone in the vehicle under
the age of 18 (passengers age 3 and under must be in an
approved child restraint device).

. How long must | have a learner permit before applying
for an intermediate restricted license?

Under the new law, anyone under the age of 18 must have
their learner permit for a minimum of six months before
they can apply for an intermediate restricted license. The
minimum age for applying for an intermediate restricted
license is 16. |f someone with a learner permit gets 6 or
more points on their driving record during the 180 days
before applying for the intermediate restricted license, they
have to continue to hold the learner permit until their
record has been clear for afull 180 consecutive days.

. What aretherestrictionsfor an intermediaterestricted

license?

A. Seatbelt use is mandatory for everyone in the vehicle
age 17 and under (passengers age 3 and under must be
in an approved child restraint device).

B. Thosewith an intermediate license can only have one
other passenger in the vehicle

UNLESS

e One or more of the passengers is age 21 or older and
has a valid, unrestricted license;

e The passengers are brothers and sisters, step-brothers
or step-sisters, adopted or fostered children residing in
the same house as the driver and going to and from
school AND the intermediate license holder hasin their
possession written permission from their parent or
guardian to transport their siblings.

C. Those with an intermediate license are prohibited
from driving between the hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m.

UNLESS

e They are accompanied by a parent or guardian;

e They are accompanied by alicensed driver 21 or older
who has been designated by the parent or guardian.
This designation must be in writing and be in the
possession of the teen driver;

* They are driving to or from a specifically identified
school sponsored activity or event and have in their
possession written permission from a parent or
guardian to do this;

e They are driving to or from work and have in their
possession written permission from a parent or
guardian identifying the place of employment and
authorizing the driver to go to and from work;

e They aredriving to or from hunting or fishing between
4 am. and 6 am. and have in their possession a valid
hunting or fishing license.

6. What would happen to an intermediate license holder
who is caught with a forged or fake letter ?

A driver with an intermediate license who is convicted of
having a forged or fraudulent letter or statement will have
their intermediate license revoked and will be reissued a
learner permit until they reach the age of 18.

7. What will my intermediate license look like?

An intermediate license will be similar to regular licenses
but will have the word “Intermediate” displayed
prominently across the license. You may view examples of
these licenses on page 18.

8. How long do | have to keep an intermediate restricted
license?

Teens must hold their intermediate restricted license for a
minimum of one year. After one year, they can apply for an
unrestricted intermediate license. There is a $2 application
fee. Teens need to apply in person at any of the driver
testing centers. The word “Intermediate” will still be on the
license, but the restrictions will be lifted.

HOWEVER:

If ateen driver has received six or more points (equivalent
of two minor traffic citations) on their intermediate
restricted license; contributes to a traffic crash; or is
convicted of a second seatbelt violation, they will have to
wait an additional 90 days to apply for an unrestricted
intermediate license, meaning they would be required to
hold the intermediate restricted for atotal of 15 months.

ALSO:
If the teen driver gets a second moving violation while
holding the Intermediate Restricted Driver License, he or
she will need to complete an approved Driver Education
class before being allowed to get an Intermediate
Unrestricted Driver License.

At age 18, a driver could apply for a regular unrestricted
license without the word “Intermediate” printed on it.
There will be an $8 duplicate fee unless the driver chooses
to keep the license with the word “Intermediate” on it until
that license is at the end of its five-year renewal cycle.

9. Are there any teens who will not be affected by the
changein the law?

The new law will not apply to anyone age 18 and older OR
anyone under the age of 18 who has graduated high school.
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Table: 2.7
Tips To Help You Get Your License Faster

0 Bringthe Right Documents
(No photocopies or carbon copies)

EVERY ONE:
» Proof of your age and identity (examples on table 2.1)
» Proof of any name changes since hirth certificate
» Proof of residency (table 2.2)
* Proof of socia security number

PLUS, IF UNDER AGE 18:
 Parent to sign Minor/Teenage Affidavit form
 Proof of School Attendance/Progress (SF-1010 Form)
 Proof of previous driving experience-50 hour certificate
(SF-1256 Form)
o Comply with GDL regulations

0 Clear Up Outstanding Problems You May
Have In Any Other States

Tennessee is linked to all of the other states through a computer
system known as the Problem Driver Pointer System. Until all
problems elsewhere are cleared up, Tennessee cannot issue you a
driver license.

0 Bring The Proper Fees

Common fees are listed in Chapter 2. We can take cash, checks,
or money orders payable to the Tennessee Department of Safety.

0 Come During Our Least Busy Hours

Generally, before 11:00 am. our lines are shorter. AVOID
LUNCH HOUR OR RIGHT AFTER SCHOOL OR WORK IF
YOU CAN. Many of our offices have extended hours offering
you service before (7:30 am) or after (6:00 pm) regular business
hours. Refer to the table in the back of this manual for office
locations and hours.
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THE EXAI\/{.INATIONS

General Information:

* Your driver license examination will consist of avision
test, a knowledge test, and aroad test.

e Driver license tests are given at all driver license
stations except for the express service stations. They
are administered on afirst-come, first-served basis.

* Due to the length of time to administer, road tests are
cut off 30 minutes prior to the posted closing time.

* Road tests are not given in extreme weather (heavy
rain/snow, dense fog, hail, high winds, icy roads, etc.)

e During winter months road tests are not given in the
dark.

* No test may be repeated on the same day.

e Mandatory waiting periods are required when an
applicant fails the written or road test for the original
issuance of a Class D license or Learner Permit. For
details on these waiting periods, see Table 3.1 and 3.2.

« When you return to take a test over, you must bring
back al of the original documents you are required to
provide.

Determining Which Tests Are Required:

ClassD or ClassH
Full Tests: Vision, knowledge, road

Origina License

Class PD
Vision and knowledge tests

Exchanging PD to D
Vision and road

Duplicate, Renewal No Test

Adding For Hire
Endorsement

Vision, knowledge

New residents,
with out-of-state license

Vision only, if out-of-state license is
valid and has not expired; otherwise,
full tests.

New residents,
from other countries
(or no prior license)

Vision, knowledge and road test

Note: See Motorcycle Manua for Class M tests, and CDL Manual
for Classes A, B, and C

Vision Screening Test

To determine if a driver can see well enough to drive, a
screening test is required before any license or permit is
issued. An applicant is required to have at least 20/40 vision
in each eye individually and both eyes together. This may be
with or without your glasses or contact lenses. If you cannot
see this well, you must have an eye specialist of your choice
fill out an eye statement for the department to evaluate.

Knowledge Test
You will be given an exam covering knowledge needed
to drive safely. The test will consist of multiple choice
questions based on information contained in this handbook.
Roughly spesking, you can expect the test to cover the
following areas:

Traffic signs and signals—25%
Safe driving principles—25%
Rules of the road—25%

Drugs and alcohol—25%

The knowledge tests are administered in either a written
or computerized format dependent upon the station visited.
As a rule stations that are equipped with the computerized
testing machines routinely require the test be taken in that
format on the first attempt.

Stations that have the computerized testing are aso
currently able to offer the test in 3 aternate language formats
of Spanish, Korean or Japanese. Applicants for whom
English is not their first language may aso use a translation
dictionary as long as there are no notes or other handwriting
visible within the pages of the book. Interpreters are NOT
allowed to assist with any of the driver license testing.

Ora tests are available by appointment at selected
stations for applicants who have a learning disability or are
illiterate. If the applicant requesting an oral test is under the
age of eighteen (18) a written statement from a physician or
educational specialist stating that the applicant has a medical
condition or learning disability will be required before the test
can be administered in the oral format.

Original Class PD or Class D License Testing:

In order to encourage the applicant to thoroughly study
the Driver Handbook and cut down on repeat visits by
applicants who are not yet prepared for the examination; the
following time restraints will be observed for all original
applications for a Class PD or Class D license. These
guidelines are based on the number of questions answered
correctly by the applicant on the initial test.

Allow retest after the
following mandatory study

Number of questions
answered correctly:

time period:
24 to 30 Questions Correct | PASS no re-test needed
21 to 23 Questions Correct | Next (1) Day
18 to 20 Questions Correct | Seven (7) Days

1510 17 Questions Correct | Fourteen (14) Days

14 and fewer Questions
Correct

Thirty (30) days

NOTE:  The guidelines established above will also be
applied to wait times between additional re-testing
opportunities if applicant does not pass the examination on
the second or subsequent attempts. THESE GUIDELINES
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APPLY ONLY TO ORIGINAL ISSUANCE OF A CLASS
PD OR CLASS D LICENSE.
Any form of cheating by an applicant on a required
examination will result in an automatic failure and the
applicant will not be alowed to re-attempt the test for a
minimum of thirty (30) days. Forms of cheating include, but
are not limited to the following:

e Use of any form of written notes (including notes on

paper, clothing, body, digital pagers, etc.)

« Talking during the examination (includes cell phone use)

e Attempting to allow another person to take the
examination

Road Test

Pre-Trip Vehicle I nspection

The motor vehicle you bring for the road test must meet
al Tennessee motor vehicle registration (valid tags) and
safety law requirements and have equipment in proper
working order. In addition, applicants will be asked to
demonstrate their ability to use each of the first eight items
(indicated in bold with a‘*").

*Seat Belts. Any passenger motor vehicle manufactured or
assembled in 1969 or later must be equipped with safety
belts and must be in good usable condition for both the
applicant and the examiner.

*Brakes. (Emergency and regular). All automobiles must
have two separate methods of applying brakes. They must
have aregular foot brake and a parking brake.

*Headlights. (High and low beam). Motor vehicles must be
equipped with at least two headlights but no more than
four white headlights.

*Tail and Brake Lights. Passenger vehicles must be
equipped with a rear license light, two red tail lights, and
two red brake lights.

*Windshield Wipers. Every vehicle equipped with a
windshield should have two (2) windshield wipers for
cleaning rain or any other moisturein order to permit clear
vision for the driver, unless one (1) wiper cleansto within
one (1) inch of the inside of the windshield.

*Windshield Defroster and Fan Control. Applicants need
to be able to demonstrate how to ‘unfog’ the windshield.

*Rear View Mirrors. At least one rear view mirror with
nothing interfering with the driver’s view of the rear. For
applicants with certain vision or hearing impairments, two
outside rear view mirrors are also required.

*Horns. A hornisrequired on all motor vehicles.

Also required:

Windows and windshields. Clear vision for the driver is
required to the front, rear and both sides. It is unlawful to
drive a motor vehicle with awindshield that is so cracked, or
covered with steam or frost that clear vision is prevented. No
tinting material may be affixed to the windshield of any motor
vehicle. Standards for the other windows depend on the
vehicle as follows: Passenger Car. No material which

transmits less than 35% of visible light may be attached to any
window. Multi-Purpose Vehicles: All windows behind the
front seat are exempt. Windows immediately to the left and
right of the driver must comply the same as for passenger
vehicles.

Mufflers. Every vehicle must be equipped with a muffler
to prevent excessive or unusua noises and annoying
smoke.

Doors. Both the driver door and the passenger door must
open from the inside and the outside.

Bumpers. Passenger cars must have bumpers which are
within arange of 14 to 22 inches from the ground; 4x4
recreational vehicles must have bumpers with a range of
14 to 31 inches.

Speedometer. Every vehicle must have a working
speedometer in order to gauge vehicle speed.

LICENSE PLATE
AND LIGHT

BRAKE LIGHTS
\ AND
TAIL LIGHTS

GOOD TIRES
MUFFLER AND
TIGHT EXHAUST
SYSTEM

PARKING
BRAKE

SEAT BELTS

The Driving Test

The examiner will give you directions and evaluate
whether or not you can drive safely. You will not be asked to
do anything illegal. The only people allowed in the vehicle are
you and the examiner (or other authorized personnel). No
anima may be in the vehicle. During the test, the examiner
will be observing the following:

1. How you prepare to drive. Have you checked your
mirrors, fastened your seat belt, turned on any necessary
lights or wipers?

2. How you start your vehicle. Do you look for other cars?
Do you signal and wait until it is safe before entering
traffic?

3. How you control your vehicle. Do you accelerate
smoothly? Do you use your gas pedal, brake, steering
wheel, and other controls correctly? Handle curves
properly?

4. How you handle intersections and make left and right
turns. Are you in the proper lane? Do you look both |eft
and right for approaching vehicles? Do you make sure
your path is clear before proceeding? Do you simply rely
on the traffic signals? Do you signal and change lanes
carefully?

5. How you obey the traffic signals and posted signs.

6. How you drive in traffic. Do you pay full attention to
driving? Do you scan carefully for signs, signals,
pedestrians and other vehicles? Do you yield and take the
right-of-way correctly?
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7. How you stop. Do you stop smoothly and at the right
spot? Can you stop quickly and safely in an
emergency?

8. How you back up. Do you look over your shoulder?
Can you back in a straight line? Can you turn safely
while backing? Can you back into/out of a parking
space?

9. How you judge distance. Do you maintain a safe
distance from other cars?

10. How you communicate to other drivers. Do you make
sudden changes, or signal too late or too early? Do
you slow down as early as it is safe to do so, or do
you catch other drivers by surprise?

11. How you share the road with others. Are you
courteous and watchful ?

12. How you change your speed to suit the situation. Do
you take into account the speed limit, other cars,
light, weather and road conditions?

Causes for Immediate Failure
The applicant will be failed immediately for any of the
following:

« Violation of any traffic law

e Lack of cooperation or refusal to follow directions
< Any dangerous action

 Contributing to an accident

When You Don’'t Pass

Upon completion of the driving test, the examiner will
advise you of your errors, how to correct them, and what
maneuvers you should practice to improve your driving skill.

You should review the related material and/or practice
the driving skills before returning.

Applicants who do not successfully pass the skills test on
the first attempt are not permitted to take the examination
again on the same day. Applicants may be allowed to re-test
after mandatory practice times as determined by their total
score (number of errors) under the following guidelines:

In order to encourage the applicant to thoroughly practice
their driving skillsand cut down on repest visits by applicants

who are not yet prepared for the examination; the following
time restraints will be observed based on the number of errors
committed by the applicant on the initial test.

Table: 3.2

Allow retest after the
following mandatory
practice time period:

Number of errors
committed during the
sKkills test:

1to 6 errors/ points PASS no re-test needed

7to 9 errors/ points Next (1) Day

10 to 12 errors/ points Seven (7) Days

13 to 15 errors/ points Fourteen (14) Days

16 or more errors/ points
-OR-
Automatic Failure

Thirty (30) Days

NOTE: The guidelines established above will also be
applied to wait times between additional re-testing
opportunities if applicant does not pass the examination on

the second or subsequent attempts.

When You Pass

In most cases, after you have successfully completed the
required tests, your photo will be taken and you will receive
your photo driver license at this time.

Tips To Help Your Testing

Go More Smoothly

[J Study and Practice Driving Ahead of Time

Both the knowledge test and the road test will go more
smoothly if you spend time reviewing this manual ,and
spend time on the road with an experienced driver
before you come to apply.

00 Bring A Proper Vehicle

All safety equipment must work (horns, lights, seat
belts, brakes, signals and windshield wipers). The
vehicle registration must also be current. Bring a
vehicle that you are familiar with driving.
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DRIVING RESPONSIBILITY

Problem Driver Pointer System

The Problem Driver Pointer System (PDPS) isafederally
mandated program which requires Tennessee to do a national
computer check before issuing a driver license. If you apply
for a Tennessee license — whether it isyour first license here,
or some other transaction such as a renewa — and you have
aproblem in another state, we cannot issue you alicense until
the matter is resolved.

The national computer listing contains names and limited
other identifying information about individuals whose
licenses have been canceled, denied, revoked, or suspended,
or who have been convicted of certain serious traffic
violations. If you do have a problem in another state, the
examinerswill provide you the name of the state reporting the
problem and a telephone number you can use to contact that
state to clear your record there.

Please Note: To find out specific information about what
the other state has reported to the PDPS system, you have to
call the other state. Tennessee does not have this information.
We are only provided with the fact that the other state has
reported a problem.

Losing Your Privilege To Drive

In Tennessee, a driver license may be revoked or
suspended for the following offenses:

1. Driving under the influence of acohol or drugs,
including implied consent

2. Allowing unlawful use of a driver license, including
fraudulently altering a driver license or alowing
another individual to use your license or identification

3. Mental or physical difficulties

4. Leaving the scene of a personal injury or fata
accident; failure to stop and render aid in an
automobile accident

5. Perjury, or giving false information on the use or
ownership of an automobile, or for the issuance of a
driver license

6. A felony that involves the use of an automobile
7. Evading arrest while operating a motor vehicle

8. Manslaughter/vehicular homicide involving the
operation of an automobile

9. Two (2) reckless driving violations within twelve (12)
months

Drag racing
Habitual offenders of moving traffic violation

Unsatisfied judgment resulting from the negligent
operation of a motor vehicle

Purchasing or possessing any alcoholic beverage if
18-20 years old
Failure to comply with child support requirements

Driving a motor vehicle away from a gas station
without paying for dispensed gas or diesel fuel.

10.
11
12.

13.

14.
15.

16. Failure to show evidence of financial responsibility
to officer when involved in an accident or charged
with a moving violation.

In addition, persons under the age of 18 may lose their
privileges for:
 Convictions of any drug or alcohol offense, whether or
not the offense occurred while driving;

 Dropping out of school (which is defined as having ten
consecutive or 15 total daysin asemester of unexcused
absences);

« Failure to make satisfactory progress in school (which
in genera means passing three subjects per grading
period); or

» Weapons violations

Finally, commercial motor vehicle operators have
separate rules and regulations governing their commercial
driver licenses (CDL’s) which can cause them to lose their
driving privileges. These are discussed in the CDL Study
Manual.

WHENEVER A DRIVER LICENSE IS SUSPENDED
OR REVOKED, IT MUST BE TURNED IN TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY WITHIN 30 DAYS OF
THE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION.

Thelicense may be mailed to the Tennessee Depar tment
of Safety, 1150 Foster Avenue, Nashville, TN 37249-
4000. Any Tennessee Highway Patrol Office or Driver
License Station can take your license and see that you
are given credit for turningit in.

FAILURE TO SURRENDER YOUR LICENSE
MEANS THAT YOU WILL BE FINED $75.00 IN
ADDITION TO ANY OTHER FINES AND COSTS
YOU MAY OWE.

Hearings
Before any license is suspended or canceled, the
department will notify the licensee in writing of the proposed
suspension or cancellation. If your license is about to be
suspended or revoked, the department will give you an
opportunity for a hearing prior to action, except in cases of
final judgments and convictions.

Non-Resident Violator Compact

Tennessee is a member of the Non-Resident Violator
Compact. The compact is an agreement between states to
ensure that a person receiving a citation for atraffic violation
appears in court or otherwise complies with the terms of the
court for the citation.

Inanutshell, this compact means that regardless of where
you receive a citation for a traffic violation, you must either
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appear in court to answer the citation or meet any other
reguirement the court may set out to satisfy the citation. If you
ignore the citation — whether it was issued for a traffic
violation here or in another member state, your driving
privileges will be canceled or suspended.

The same consequences apply to non-residents who
receive acitation in Tennessee and fails to answer the citation.
The suspension remains in effect until the court notifies
Tennessee that the citation has been properly disposed of and
the proper fees are paid to this department.

Reinstatements

Steps you need to follow to have your driver license
reinstated depend on severa factors, including why you lost
your license and what else is on your record. To clear your
record, you must contact:

Tennessee Department of Safety
Financial Responsibility
1150 Foster Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37210

Phone: (615) 741-3954, or
TDD—Telecommunications Device for the Deaf:
(615) 532-2281
Email Address: FinResp.Safety@state.tn.us

Driver Improvement Program

The Department of Safety keeps records of traffic
violations and accidents for each driver. These records are
based on reports forwarded to the department by the courts,
and on reports of traffic accidents submitted by investigating
officers. Drivers who accumulate twelve (12) or more points
within a twelve (12) month period receive a notice of
proposed suspension. In an effort to keep drivers aware of the
possibility of losing their privilege to drive an advisory letter
is mailed to alicensee having 6 to 11 points on their driving
record within any 12 months.

A Defensive Driving Course may be attended as an
aternative to suspension; however, the Defensive Driving
Course may be taken only once in any five (5) year period.
After a hearing, the department will take whatever action is
necessary to correct and improve poor driving habits by
education, re-examinations, placing necessary restrictions on
the licensee and probation. Should these steps be
unsuccessful, the department will have no other choice than
to suspend the person’s driving privileges.

The assignment of point values, for various offenses, is
designed to impress upon drivers that unless they comply
with traffic laws and regulations, they may establish a bad
driving record leading to suspension of driving privileges.

Frequent Traffic Violations

Frequent traffic violations are a most dangerous and
costly habit. If you are suspended for frequent violations,
upon the completion of the suspension time, before you can
receive your regular license, you must pay the appropriate

reinstatement fees and establish future proof of financial
responsibility (SR-22 Form) with the Department.

DRIVING WHILE YOUR LICENSE IS SUSPENDED
WILL RESULT IN THE EXTENSION OF THE
SUSPENSION PERIOD AND INALL LIKELIHOOD WILL
RESULT IN CRIMINAL PROSECUTION.

Restricted Driver Licenses

When a driver license is suspended or revoked, but the
driver depends on his or her driving to make a living or to
continue schooling, there are certain conditions in which the
driver may apply for arestricted driver license. The restricted
license permits the driver to operate a motor vehicle for very
specific purposes and only such purposes as are spelled out
when the license is issued. The procedures for applying for a
restricted license depend upon the reason the license was
taken away in the first place, as summarized below:

1. Financial Responsibility: When a person’s license is
revoked for failure to provide proof of financial
responsibility and they are employed to operate an
employer’svehicle, they may apply for an approval letter
from the Financial Responsibility Section and pass
appropriate tests.

2. DUI: After the first conviction for DUI, provided the
driver does not have a prior conviction of DUI, or adult
driving while impaired within 10 years, or a prior
conviction of vehicular homicide as the proximate result
of intoxication aggravated vehicular homicide, or
vehicular assault, the trial judge may issue an order for a
restricted license to go to and from work, attend college
full time, drive as part of employment or to attend certain
court-ordered events. When applying at the driver license
station, these applicants must submit two (2) copies of
the court order and proof of insurance (SR-22 from their
insurance company), and pass al appropriate tests.

3. Driver Improvement: Any person whose driver license
has been suspended for frequent traffic violations may
obtain this type of license by applying to the Driver
Improvement Section of the Tennessee Department of
Safety. They will be required to submit their approval
letter, present proof of SR-22 insurance and pass
appropriate tests.

4, Implied Consent: A person whose license has been
suspended by the court for Implied Consent may apply to
the trial judge for arestricted license to operate a motor
vehicle for going to and from work, full-time college and
working at hisor her regular place of employment. At the
time of application, two (2) copies of a court order and
proof of SR-22 insurance must be submitted.

5. Juvenile: Minors who lose their license because of the
Drug Free Youth Act may apply to the trial judge for a
restricted license. They must bring two copies of the
court order to a driver license station and pass vision,
knowledge, and skills tests. Proof of insurance is not
required.
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POINTS FOR MOVING TRAFFIC VIOLATIONSAND ACCIDENTS (tavle: 4.)

POINTS SPEEDING

3 Where speed not indicated

1 thru 5 m.p.h. in excess of speed zone

6 thru 15 m.p.h. in excess of speed zone

16 thru 25 m.p.h. in excess of speed zone
26 thru 35 m.p.h. in excess of speed zone
36 thru 45 m.p.h. in excess of speed zone
46 m.p.h. and above in excess of speed zone

MOVING TRAFFIC VIOLATION

3

Construction Zone: 4 pts.
Construction Zone: 2 pts.
Construction Zone: 6 pts.
Construction Zone: 7 pts.
Construction Zone: 7 pts.
Construction Zone: 8 pts.
Construction Zone: 8 pts.

Driving while license canceled

Adult driving while impaired
Reckless driving

Fleeing law enforcement officer

Improper passing — Passing where prohibited
Wrong way, side or direction

Failing to yield right of way

Careless or negligent driving

Violation of bumper law

Following improperly

Making improper turn

Speed less than posted minimum

Following emergency vehicles unlawfully
ACCIDENTS

3

Operating without being licensed or without license required for type of vehicle being operated (under suspension)
Reckless endangerment by vehicle — misdemeanor

Passing school bus taking on or discharging passengers

1st Offense violation of driver license restrictions

Leaving the scene of an accident (Property damage only)
Signs and control devices — Failure to obey traffic instructions

Operating without being licensed or without license required for type of vehicle being operated (not under suspension)
Miscellaneous — Failure to maintain control, improper control, etc.
Failure to signal change of vehicle direction or to reduce speed suddenly

Failure to Report Accident
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Contributing to occurrence of an accident resulting in the death of another person

Contributing to occurrence of an accident resulting in bodily injury
Contributing to occurrence of an accident resulting in property damage

Physical Or Mental Disabilities

When evidence is received by the department that an
individual’s ability to drive may be affected by a physical or
mental disorder, the licensee will be required to submit within
twenty (20) days of notification, amedical certificate from a
competent doctor stating the effects of theillness or disability
ontheindividua’s ability to safely operate amotor vehicle. If
the report is unfavorable, the driving privilege will be
suspended until the condition improves.

Re-Examination Of Drivers

If thereis evidence alicensee’s ability to safely operate a
motor vehicle is questionable, he or she may be directed to
report to the nearest Driver License Station and submit to a
complete driver examination. Appropriate corrective action
may be directed and certain restrictions (should they be
required) may be placed on the license.

NOTE: Failure to respond to departmental requests for a
medical certificate or submission to adriver license examination
within the prescribed time will result in the suspension of the
driving privilege.

Financial Responsibility

The purpose of this law is to protect you and the public
from financially irresponsible drivers who become involved
in an accident, as well as from drivers who have repeated
violations and disregard of the law.

The best way to protect yourself and your driver license
would be to have adequate insurance to cover death, bodily
injury, and property damage.

First, afew definitions:

« Liability insurance provides coverage for damagesyou

cause to other persons.

 Collision insurance provides coverage for damages
sustained by your vehicle.

e Uninsured motorist insurance provides for coverage
for the damages uninsured persons cause you.
Collision insurance is not required by law. However, the
Financial Responsibility Law requires drivers to produce
evidence of financial responsibility to the officer when
charged with a moving violation or involved in a motor
vehicle accident, without regard to apparent or actual fault.
Evidence of financial responsibility presented to the officer
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can be in the form of a declaration page of your insurance
policy, an insurance binder, an insurance card from an
insurance company authorized to do business in Tennessee, a
certificate issued by the Commissioner of the Department of
Safety stating that a cash deposit or bond in the amount
required by statute has been paid or filed with the
Commissioner, or proof of qualification as a self-insurer as
provided by statute. If unable to present evidence and
convicted on the charge of failure to show evidence of
financial responsibility, your driving privileges will be
suspended. Before reinstatement of your driving privileges,
you would be required to submit evidence of financial
responsibility along with any other requirements.

Reporting Accidents

Drivers must notify local law enforcement officials of
any accident involving death, injury, or property damage over
fifty dollars ($50).

In addition, certain accidents — called “reportable
accidents” — must be reported to the Tennessee Department
of Safety. These include any accident within this State in
which any person is killed or injured, or in which damage to
the property of any one person, including oneself, isin excess
of four hundred dollars ($400.00).

Regardless of who isto blame, the operator and/or owner
of a vehicle involved in a reportable accident in this state
must file a report of the accident within 20 days to the
Tennessee Department of Safety. The accident report forms
can be obtained at any Highway Patrol office or from your
local police. Failure to report an accident may result in
suspension of your driving and registration privileges.

If you contribute to a reportable accident you must aso
do one of these three things: (1) Show proof you had liability
insurance at the time of the accident; (2) obtain notarized
releases from all parties that file claims with the department;
or (3) post cash or corporate surety bond with the department
for the amount of damages sustained by other parties. IF
YOU DO NOT COMPLY WITH THESE REQUIREMENTS
YOU WILL HAVE YOUR DRIVING AND
REGISTRATION PRIVILEGES REVOKED.

If your driving privileges are revoked due to a conviction
or failure to file security after an accident, in addition to all
other requirements you must have aliability insurance carrier
file an SR-22 Form with this department before your
privileges can be reinstated.

Traffic Accidents

If You Arelnvolved In An Accident — STOP! The law
requires drivers of vehicles involved in an accident to stop
immediately at the scene, or as close to the scene as possible
without obstructing traffic. Notify the police immediately.

After stopping your vehicle, give your name, address,
driver license number, and vehicle registration number to the
other driver, and ask him for the same information.

Remain calm and stay at the accident scene. Don’t blame
other people or accept blame, and don’t discuss the accident.

Wait for the law enforcement officer and answer all questions
truthfully and calmly.

As discussed above, you must report the accident to the
Department of Safety if it involved death, personal injury, or
property damage in excess of $400 to any one person. They
must be completely filled out and filed within 20 days of the
accident. If the driver sustained an injury and cannot
complete the report, it can be filed by a passenger, or by the
owner. If the accident involved an unattended vehicle or a
domestic animal, and you cannot locate the owner, report the
accident to the police.

If You Arrive First At An Accident Scene— If you can
help, park your car off the road and turn on your emergency
flashers.

If you have them, warn oncoming traffic with flares so
that cars approaching the accident scene will not strike the
wrecked vehicle.

Have someone notify the police.

Turn off the ignition in the damaged vehicle to prevent a
fire. If the car is on fire, help the people out and take them
away from the vehicle to prevent further injury in the event of
an explosion.

If someoneis pinned under awrecked car, don't try to lift
it unless you have enough strong people available to help, and
not until after you have checked to make sure that no one will
be pinned under the other side. Generally, unless you know
what you are doing it is best to wait for the police and
emergency squad to free crushed or pinned victims.

If you are not the first at an accident scene and your
assistance is not needed, drive on. Do not slow down or stop
just to satisfy your curiosity. Move on so that you do not
interfere with the arrival of the police and emergency
equipment.

Emergency First Aid — Generally, medical assistance
should be given only by properly trained persons. However,
you may find yourself in a situation where immediate
assistance is unavailable and you may haveto help theinjured
victims. In these cases, remember these basic first aid rules:

Unless absolutely necessary because of the danger of fire
or some other hazard, avoid moving the injured person. If he
must be moved, get help and try not to change the position in
which he was found. If possible, cover him with coats or
blankets to keep him warm. Never lift a victim by holding
him under the shoulder (armpits) and knees.

If a victim appears to have a broken back or a broken
neck, and you bend him forward or sit him up, you may cut
his spinal cord and paralyze him permanently.

Control excessive bleeding with thick cloth pads, as
clean as possible, applied with pressure by hand or by
bandaging.

Cover burns with clean cloths to reduce the pain. Apply
no ointments. Do not offer the injured anything to drink.

If the injured person does not seem to be breathing,
attempt to revive breathing through emergency artificial
respiration.
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ALCOHOL, OTHER DRUGS AND DRIVING

PLEASE NOTE: Tennessee is serious about educating
the public on the tragedies of driving under the influence
of drugs or alcohol. To underscore this, by law at least
25% of the knowledge test drivers have to take must
consist of questions dealing with this topic.

Drinking and Driving

Alcohol and You

Researchers estimate that between the hours of 10 p.m.
and 2 am. one out of every ten drivers is intoxicated. More
than one-third of these drivers have been drinking at someone
else’'s home. Nearly 50 percent of the drivers arrested for
driving under the influence (DUI) are socia to moderate
drinkers. Don’t think that it won't happen to you. In your
lifetime, there's a 50-50 chance that you'll be involved in an
alcohol-related crash.

An Overview Of The Effects Of Alcohol

Before the motoring public can fully understand why
drinking and driving result in fatalities on our highways, we
first need a better understanding of the effects of alcohol on
the body.

How Does Alcohol Affect the Body?

Alcohol begins to be absorbed into the bloodstream
within one to two minutes after an alcoholic beverage is
consumed. As you consume alcohol it accumulates in your
blood. Intoxication occurs when you drink acohol faster than
the liver can oxidize it. As the percentage of alcohol in your
blood increases, you become more intoxicated.

Once in the bloodstream, the alcohol is distributed to all
parts of the body, including the brain and liver. Upon reaching
the liver, the alcohol immediately begins to be oxidized. The
liver can only oxidize about one drink per hour. Contrary to
popular belief, this rate cannot be increased by drinking
coffee, exercising, taking a cold shower, or anything else.
Only time can sober a person who's been drinking. And
remember, it isa slow process.

What Is Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC)?

BAC stands for Blood Alcohol Concentration. BAC is
expressed in percentage of alcohol to blood. The higher the
BAC number, the more impaired a person is. In most states,
including Tennessee, .10 is the level of intoxication which is
alwaysillegal. This means that for every 1,000 drops of blood
in aperson’s body, there is at least one drop of alcohol. BAC
changes with body weight, time spent drinking, and the
amount of alcohol that is consumed. (Note: Effective July 1,
2003 - Tennessee will reduce the BAC level to .08.)

Amount of Alcohol Consumption. Each drink
consumed within an hour increases the BAC level.
Therefore, the more you drink in afixed amount of time,

the higher your BAC will register. This happens no
matter what you weigh — or what kind of alcoholic
beverage you drink.

Rate of Alcoholic Consumption. Drinking three drinks
in one hour will affect you more than drinking three
drinks in three hours. Spacing your drinks over a longer
period of time will slow the rate at which you become
intoxicated and indicates responsible drinking habits.

Body Weight and Fat. The heavier the person, the more
alcohal it takes to raise the BAC. Be aware of your size
when drinking with others. If you are smaller than your
friends and try to drink as much as they do, your
judgment and inhibitions will probably be affected
before your friends are.

Body fat also affects how quickly you are affected by
alcohoal. Alcohal is able to be absorbed in water, not fat. This
simply means that those with less body fat have more water
in which to dilute the acohol. So, drink for drink, if people
weigh the same, the one with more body fat will show signs
of intoxication first.

Amount of Food in the Stomach. All the acohol
consumed eventually gets into the blood whether you
have eaten or not. Food in the stomach causes alcohol to
be absorbed more slowly, thus slowing down the rate,
and the amount of intoxication.

Overall Condition of the Body. Heavy and chronic
drinking can harm virtually every organ and system in
the body. The liver is particularly vulnerable to alcohol’s
harmful effects since it oxidizes approximately 90
percent of the alcohol in the body. If the liver is damaged
or diseased, the rate of oxidation is reduced, causing the
alcohal to stay in the body longer and the BAC to be
higher for alonger time. Further, the effects of alcohol on
the liver can lead to such diseases as hepatitis and
cirrhosis.

Relationship of Alcohol To Traffic Crashes and
Accident Risks

Driving after drinking is a widespread problem. It is
estimated that two in every five Americans (or 40%) will be
involved in an alcohol-related crash at some time in their
lives.

Each drink drastically increases your risk of having an
accident. Look at the table below. With a BAC of .10%, you
are seven times more likely to cause an accident than if you
were sober. As your BAC increases to .15%, your chances
increase to twenty-fivetimes and at .17% BAC, you are fifty
times more likely to cause an accident.

Behavior at each BAC level may differ somewhat with
theindividual. ALL peopleat the.10% level are definitely too
impaired to drive safely. Resear ch hasproven driving skills,
good judgment and vision are greatly impaired at BAC
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Alcohol’s Effects At A Glance Table: 5.1

Rough Number

BAC of Drinks Risk of Automabile Crash Comment

.01- 0 1 drink within Rises for young adults, others Stiff penalties for BAC aslow as .02 if

.03% 15 min. with low tolerance for alcohol driver under age 21

.04- 0 2 drinks within Definite risk for anyone with Most people feel high and have some loss

.06% 1/2 hour low tolerance levels of judgment. You may get louder and have
some loss of small muscle contral, like
focusing your eyes.

.07- 0 3 drinks within Your sight and hearing are worse. It is

.09% 1 hour harder for you to detect danger. You have
less sense of balance

.10%-above LEGAL INTOXICATION* — Judgment and reasoning powers are severely

hampered; cannot do common simple acts. Definitely unsafe to drive.

10- 0 4 drinks within Risk of automobile crash Many people claim they’re not affected

12% 2 hours increases 7 times normal rate anymore, as if they could drink themselves
sober — definitely not thinking straight.

13- 0 5-7 drinks Crash risk 25 times normal rate You have far less muscle control than nor-

.15% within 3 hours mal and feel happy even though stumbling
and acting foolishly.

16~ 0 8-12 drinks Crash risk 50 times normal rate You are confused and need help doing

.25% within 4 hours things, even standing up. Alcohol-related
highway fatalities sharply increase.

*Lower levels are set for younger drivers, commercial drivers, and subsequent offenses, as discussed later in this chapter.

levels as low as .03 and .04%, especially for young
drinkers. The table, Alcohol’s Effects at a Glance (next
page), describes different levels of intoxication and degree of
behavior impairment at each level.

Alcohol’s Effects On Driving Ability

Driving involves multiple tasks, the demands of which
can change continually. To drive safely one must maintain
alertness, make decisions based on ever-changing
information present in the environment, and execute
maneuvers based on these decisions. Drinking alcohol
impairs awide range of skills necessary for carrying out these
tasks. Fatal injuries resulting from alcohol-related traffic
crashes represent a tremendous loss of human life.

The plain and simple fact is that you cannot drive safely
when you are impaired by alcohol. The two abilities most
important to the driving task are judgment and vision — both
of which are affected by small amounts of alcohol. Your
ability to judge speed, time, and distance are atered even
after having only one drink. Each drink thereafter markedly
affects your driving ability. In addition, your reaction time
and coordination begin to deteriorate, while your alertness
and concentration fade. All of this adds up to a deadly
combination.

Judgment — Ability to think clearly and make quick
decisions

Good judgment decreases with the use of alcohol. The
concern for physical well being is lessened. This causes
unnecessary and dangerous risks to be taken when drinking

and driving. Examples are driving too fast, passing cars
without enough clear distance and speeding around curves.
“Showing off” is another example of impaired judgment.

Vision — Ability to see clearly straight ahead, to the side,
and at night

Alcohol decreases clearness of vision. Seeing clearly at
night is reduced by more than half. Glare vision is poor
because of relaxed eye muscles. Glare recovery isalso slowed
by alcohol. Side vision is reduced by about 30% at .05%
BAC. Judging depth or distance is affected because acohol
causes each eye to get a dlightly different picture. These
vision impairments greatly increase chances of a head-on or
rear-end collision. Eye muscles are relaxed by alcohol and
cannot focus properly. Because the eyes provide almost 90
percent of theinformation used in driving, any restriction
in vision can cause disastrous results.

Reaction Time and Coordination — Ability to react quickly
and safely to an emergency or hazardous situation — being
able to keep eyes, hands and feet working together

Reaction and coordination are impaired by acohol as
low as .02% BAC. It takes longer to react. The skills
necessary to drive safely, coordination to control the car with
hands, feet and eyesin response to other vehicles and the road
are drastically reduced as alcohol intake increases.

Alertness and Concentration — Being ready to react to

changing driving conditions or situations — keeping your

mind on driving and paying attention to the task at hand.
Alcohal, in any concentration, is a depressant, not a
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stimulant. Alcohol slows all nerve impulses and body
functions. The false feeling of stimulation, with small doses,
comes from lessening of inhibitions due to the particular
portion of the brain controlling this part of behavior being
relaxed. In readlity, alcohol has the effect of “fuzzing” a
driver's ability to be alert and to concentrate.

“Every Day” Drugs

One of the most common and most dangerous instances
of drug abuse occurs when people mix alcohol with
prescription and over-the-counter drugs. For example, when
acohol is combined with another depressant, like tranquilizers
or sedatives, etc. the results are not just added together, they
are multiplied. Even some over-the-counter medicines can
affect driving. The effects are much stronger, much more
dangerous and can affect your driving skills.

If your doctor prescribes a tranquilizer or sedative, make
apoint to discuss how the drug will affect your ability to drive
safely. Just because a drug is prescribed is — by law — no
defense for driving under the influence of it.

Non-prescription drugs, such as cold tablets, cough
syrups, alergy remedies, etc., purchased over-the-counter
may contain antihistamines, alcohol, codeine, and other
compounds that can be especially dangerous for drivers. You
should read labels and pay attention to warnings (e.g. “may
cause drowsiness,” “do not operate machinery,” “caution
against engaging in operations requiring aertness’).

Again, if you have questions about a particular drug or
combination of drugs, check with your doctor or pharmacist.

Driving Under The Influence Of Drugs
Or Alcohol (The“DUI” Law)

Studiesindicate that marijuanaand other drugs also affect
judgment and motor functions, making driving under the
influence of drugs other than alcohol dangerous. In Tennessee
it isunlawful for any person to drive or bein physical control
of an automobile or other motor-driven vehicle on any public
street, highway, road, or alley, or while on the premises of any
shopping center, trailer park or any apartment house complex,
or any place frequented by the public while

1. under the influence of any intoxicant, marijuana,
narcotic drug, or drugs producing stimulating effects
on the central nervous system; or

2. whilethe acohol concentration of the operator’sblood
or breath is.10% or higher.

It is not only unlawful if the alcohol concentration of a
person’sblood or breathis.10%, but also for first convictions,
there is a presumption that the defendant’s ability to drive is
sufficiently impaired to constitute a DUI violation. On second
or subsequent offenses, a BAC of .08% would create the
presumption of intoxication.

Strictly speaking, a driver can register a BAC of .00%
and still be convicted of a DUI. The level of BAC does not
clear a driver when it is below the “presumed level of

intoxication.” If a law enforcement officer observes such
things as erratic driving behavior, or maintaining an
inappropriate speed (too fast or too slow), thiswould be cause
for stopping the vehicle to investigate. Further sobriety checks
could lead to the conclusion that the driver was indeed
“Driving Under the Influence” of an intoxicant, narcotic drug,
or other drug-producing stimulating effects on the central
nervous system including prescription drugs. If you have any
doubt about your ability to drive, don’t get behind the whesl.

GOVERNOR’S TASK FORCE

MARIJUANA ERADICATION

CALL
1-800-248-WEED
(1-800-248-9333)
All infor mation will
be kept confidential.

NOT IN MY STATE

Implied Consent Law

By law, when you drive in Tennessee you have given your
consent to be tested to determine the alcohol or drug content
of your blood. Thistest must be administered at the request of
a law enforcement officer having reasonable grounds to
believe you have been driving under the influence of an
intoxicant or drug.

If you are placed under arrest and a law enforcement
officer asksyou to take the test and you refuse, the test will not
be given. The court will send notification of action to the
Department of Safety and your driver license will be
suspended for twelve (12) months.

Consequences Of DUI Arrest

Drinking and driving poses several problems. Oneis the
probability of an accident and another is being arrested for
DUI. The pendltiesfor aDUI arrest are the same whether the
driver was drinking alcohol or taking drugs (even prescription
or over-the-counter drugs). If you are arrested for DUI, the
conseguences can be severe.
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Minimum DUI Penalties Table 5.2
Minimum Minimum Fines/ _ _
Jail Time Revocation Period Vehicle Seizure
FIRST 48 hours $350.00/ Does not apply
CONVICTION One (1) year
SECOND 45 days $600.00/ If your second violation occurs
CONVICTION Two (2) years within five years of your first DUI
conviction, and both events hap-
pened after January, 1997, your
vehicle is subject to seizure and
forfeiture.
THIRD OR 120 days $1,100.00/ Vehicle is also subject to seizure
SUBSEQUENT Three (3) years — Ten (10) max. and forfeiture.
CONVICTION

Penalties Applying To Any DUI Conviction

Regardless of whether the conviction for driving under
the influence is a driver’s first or not, severa other laws
apply:

e |ID’SWith “DUI Offender.” If aperson with alicense
revoked for DUI applies for a photo identification
license to carry during the period before his or her
license can be restored, the department is required to
indicate on the ID that the person is a DUI offender.

e Seizure of Vehicle. Beginning January 1997, if a
person’s driving privileges are revoked for DUI, and
he or she is charged with driving on arevoked license,
the driver’s vehicle can be seized and forfeited. This
holds true for any DUI conviction, whether it is the
driver’sfirst or not.

There are two basic instances where your vehicle can be

subject to seizure:

1. If a driver is charged with driving on a revoked
license when their driving privileges are aready
revoked as a result of any DUI conviction (first or
subsequent).

2. If adriver has two DUI convictions within five (5)
years and both events happened after January, 1997.

e Vehicular Homicide. If you are operating a motor
vehicle under the influence of a drug or alcohol and
you areinvolved in an accident that results in the death
of another person(s), you may be charged with
vehicular homicide and if convicted, you may be
fined and sentenced to prison. These laws have
recently been strengthened so that it is possible to be
imprisoned for up to 60 years.

e Aggravated Assault — If you are operating a vehicle
under the influence of a drug or alcohol and you are
involved in amotor vehicle accident that resultsin the
injury of another person you may be charged with
aggravated assault and if convicted, you may be fined
and sentenced to prison.

e Child Endangerment — Known as the Drunk
Driving Child Protection Act, this law adds penalties
for those who violate DUI laws when accompanied by

a child under thirteen (13) years of age. There is a
mandatory minimum incarceration of thirty daysand a
mandatory minimum fine of $1,000, both of which are
added onto any other incarceration and fine required
by law.

If the child suffers serious bodily injury, the violation is
aClass D felony, and if the child actually dies, itisaClass C
felony of especially aggravated child endangerment.

Additional DUI Penalties
In addition to the minimum penalties, the judge shall
impose the following conditions:

* Participation in an alcohol safety DUI school program,
if available; or

e Upon the second or subsequent conviction,
participation in a program of rehabilitation at a
treatment facility, if available; and

* The payment of restitution to any person suffering
physical injury or personal losses as the result of such
offense if such person is economicaly capable of
making such restitution.

Courts may also, at their discretion, order the person to
operate only a motor vehicle which is equipped with a
functioning ignition interlock device, and may order this
restriction to continue for a period of time up to one year after
the person’slicenseisno longer suspended or restricted under
normal provisions. Effective October 1, 2002, a person with
2 DUlI'sin afive year period MUST operate a motor vehicle
with the ignition interlock device for six months after
reinstatement of driving privileges.

DUI'sAre Expensive!

Besides being extremely dangerous and against the law,
DUI's are costly. In addition to the fine and court costs, a
person charged with DUI can be faced with posting bond to
get released from jail, attorney fees, loss of time from work to
attend court hearing(s), fees for an alcohol safety course,
increased insurance premiums, and other expenses. This can
add up to severa thousand dollars.
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Young Driver RisksAnd Laws

Not Just Driving — Riding With Others!

Young people remain especially vulnerable to the threat
of alcohol and other drugs, not only from impairment of their
own driving, but from getting in the car with other drivers

Accident records indicate that young drivers under the
influence of small amounts of alcohol appear to have more
driving problems than older drivers. Most teenagers are
intoxicated at low BAC levels. The young driver’s chance of
an accident is much greater with BAC between .01-.09% than

older drivers. This is due to low tolerance of acohol and

employment.

Can you afford a nearly $10,000 night on thetown?
$9,115.50 is probably more than you plan on spending for a night
out with afriend. Or isit? A first offense DUI (Driving Under the
Influence) charge could easily add up to such a staggering cost!
The cost could be even higher if you don't qualify for the
restricted driver license for driving to work during your
suspension. This could add expense for aternate transportation
(taxi, bus fare, etc.) or even worse the complete loss of your

driving experience.

The decision is yours. Be responsible and smart —
help yourself and your friends!
Under Twenty-One Laws

In addition to the standard penalties for driving under
the influence of drugs or alcohol discussed in the next
section, there are three specia laws that apply to people
under the age of twenty-one:

REMEMBER, DRIVING WHILE UNDER

THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS — EVEN

minimum of 3 years (resultsin
higher insurance rate)

- could be higher

driving record)

depending on your

Driver License Examination and
re-issue of regular driver license
after suspension time:

$19.50

Loss of 2 days employment
(48 hour jail time on first offense)

$86 - minimum wage for
2 eight hour days
(Significantly higher
amount dependent up on
individual’s pay rate)

TOTAL Potential Cost to you
(includes 1st offense DUI fines
listed above)

$9,115.50

Towing Fee - Car Storage $50 PRESCRIPTION DRUGS — CARRIES THE
; SAME PENALTIESASFOR ALCOHOL.
Bail $50
Defense Attorney $2,000 e “18-20 Alcohol Violations’ — If you are 18, 19, or
Court Costs $200 20 years old and are convicted of purchasing,
License Reinstatement Fee $153 attempting to purchase, or possessing any acoholic
Proof of liability insurance in effect $65 gﬁée;ae%f you V\I{IIEI\:Z)[IJCGJI?IES g‘;fnpr;‘gbegva |t|o|ggevf/;3:
:j(tjl‘Teoa:cl ?UI ?.rrest? I not license for two years. The law applies to any
rtional Tee of. alcohol-related conviction, whether or not you were
Additional chargeif driver license $75 driving or evenin avehicle. Just having acan of beer
not surrendered within specified time: at a party could cost you your driver license.
Restricted Driver License (only for $67 « “Juvenile Offenders’ — If you are between the
driving to and from employment on ages of 13 and 17 and found to have possessed,
specific, most direct route from home consumed, or sold either alcohol or drugs, your
during the time your licenseis driving privilege will be suspended for one year or
revoked) until age 17, whichever is longer. Even if you have
SR-22 Insurance required for a $2,000 per year (average never been licensed, you could lose your privilegeto

drive until you reach age 17. If you have a second
conviction, the suspension is for two years or until
age 18, whichever islonger.

* “Under 21 BAC” — A person age 16 or over but
under the age of 21 who isfound driving withaBAC
of .02%, or under the influence of alcohol or any
other drugs, commits the act of driving while
impaired. Penalties include losing your license for
one year, afine of $250, and public service work.

Prevention Of Drinking And Driving

The best advice, of course, issimply to not drink when
you know you are going to drive. One of the most
successful programs in recent years has been the

“designated driver” concept, where friends agree ahead of

who are not sober. TRAFFIC CRASHES ARE THE
LEADING KILLER OF YOUNG PEOPLE, AND NEARLY
HALF ARE ALCOHOL RELATED. In a national survey,
nearly half of 10th graders and athird of 8th graders reported
having ridden during the past month with a driver who had
used alcohol or other drugs before taking the wheel.

time which person will remain strictly sober. Many night

clubs will offer the designated driver free non-alcoholic
beverages for the evening. Young people who do not want to
drink in the first place are finding it more socially acceptable
to offer to be the designated driver.

Avoiding The Risks
Alcohol-related crashes are not accidents. They can be
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prevented. If you are planning a night
on the town, decide before you start
drinking that you are not going to
drive. Remember, alcohol affects
your judgement. It's a lot more
difficult to make the decision not
to drive after one or two drinks.
Use the following tips to keep from
drinking and driving and still have a
good time.

Driveto social eventsin groups of two or more and have
the driver agree not to drink.

Arrangeto ride with afriend who is not drinking.

Before you start drinking, give your vehicle keys to
someone who isn’t drinking and who won't |et you drive after
drinking.

If someone offers you a drink and you plan to drive,
simply say, “No thinks, I'm driving.”

If You Choose To Drink

If you choose to drink alcoholic beverages you should
control your drinking to stay within your limit. Drinking in a
responsible and mature manner means that you are aware of
your physical and mental condition. You also:

e Set alimit in advance and stick to it
e Drink at a slow pace
e Watch for signs of impairment

e Usetimeto get rid of alcohol

If despite your best intentions you realize you have had
too much to drink, consider using public transportation to get
home. Taking a cab could be alot cheaper than paying afine
or losing your driver license! Beyond taking a cab, you could:

 Offer the keys to a non-drinking friend
 Stay over night at the party giver’shome or ahotel within
walking distance

e Call aparent or friend to pick you up and take you home

If You Are the Host

You assume a great amount of responsibility when you
entertain your friends at home and serve alcoholic beverages.
To help prevent the consequences of drinking and driving,
you should do the following during the party:

« Encourage some of the guests to be designated drivers
 Servefood, such as cheese and crackers

 Always offer non-alcoholic drinks

* Do not mix strong drinks or be in a hurry to refill glasses
¢ Close the bar at least two hours before guests depart

» Do not serve additional drinksto a guest who has had too
many!

» Do not serve additional drinksto a guest who has had too
many.

Percentage of Fatal Accidents Involving Alcohol

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
46.0 44.3 40.2

47.6 50.4

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

39.6 37.3 37.2 38.3 36.7 364

Let’s Keep This Up!

NOTE: This chapter was written in consultation with the Tennessee Statewide Clearinghouse for Alcohol, Tobacco & Other Drug Information

and Referral.

For further information on the general subject of drug and alcohol use and abuse, or for referrals for help with such problems, they may be
reached at their toll-free “Redline” at 1-800-889-9789. Or, check their Website: www.tnclearinghouse.com.
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Did You Know?

. Alcohol, in any concentration, is a depressant not a
stimulant. Alcohol slows all nerve impulses and body
functions. The false feeling of stimulation, with small
doses, comes from lessening of inhibitions due to the
particular portion of the brain controlling this part of
behavior being relaxed.

. The amount of alcohol in one (12 0z.) bottle of beer is
about equal to that in a (1 0z.) shot of whiskey.

. When acohol is consumed, it quickly reaches the
brain where it, in effect, short-circuits the parts that
control judgment, emotions and confidence.

. The first thing affected after drinking alcohol is a
person’s judgment.

. Reliable research studies show that 2 or 3 drinks of
acohol impair the driving ability of most individuals.

. A driver with a BAC of .10% or more is intoxicated
(in the presumptive level).

. It takes about one hour to cancel the effects of one

drink. It takes about 3 hours to cancel the intoxicating
effects of 3 drinks.

8. Alcohol-related vehicle accidents are the number-one
killer of people under the age of 40.

9. Many drugs, including the “miracle” drugs, can
impair your ability to drive. They can make an ill
person feel well enough to drive, but can also affect
alertness, judgment, coordination and vision.

10. The combined use of alcohol and other depressant
drugs, such as antihistamines, may be more dangerous
to health and highway safety than the effects of either
the alcohol or drugs alone.

We Are Doing Better

Over the past few years, Tennessee has seen a progressive
decrease in the percentage of fatal accidents involving
alcohal. Prior to 1990 it was common for half of all fatal
accidents to involve acohol. Since then there has been a
steady decline, so that in 2000 (the most recent year for which
datais available), the percentage has dropped to 36%.

You Drink & Drive

“YOU DRINK & DRIVE YOU LOSE” — The Department of Safety has
chosen to participate in this National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) Program. The focus of this program is to reduce the number of
drinking and driving violations occurring on Tennessee roadways. Tennessee
isone of many states participating in this program. Our efforts, combined with
those from other participating states, will serve to make all roadways safer.
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PROTECTING PASSENGERS/DRIVERS

Tennessee Safety Belt Laws

“It'sthe Law”
(T.C.A. 55-9-602, 55-9-603)

TIGKET

shall
operate a
passenger
motor vehicle in the State of Tennessee unless such
person and all passengers four (4) years of age or
older arerestrained by a safety belt at all times the
vehicle isin forward motion.

* No person with a learner permit or an intermediate
driver license shall operate a passenger motor vehicle
in this state unless such person and al passengers
between the ages of four (4) and seventeen (17) years
of age are restrained by a safety belt at all times the
vehicle isin forward motion.

e Children are further protected by the law, which makes
the driver responsible for their protection through age
fifteen (15). If the childisunder the age of four (4), the
child must be properly seated in a child passenger
restraint system meeting federal motor vehicle safety
standards. Once the child is four years old, he or she
must be buckled up, either in standard seat belts or an
approved child-restraint system.

e Tennessee law further requires every occupant sixteen
(16) years through seventeen (17) years of age to wear
a safety belt throughout the vehicle. Failure to comply
could result in @ $20.00 fine for the occupant.

ISTAVTPBTVISISAVA SIS
Safety Belts Facts

Seat belts and child safety seats help prevent injury
five different ways. By:

1. Preventing g ection
Ejection greatly increases the chance of death or
serious injury, in fact the chance of being killed in a
crash by being gected from avehicleis1in 8.
Safety belts virtually eliminate gjection. The belted
driver stays inside the car often protected from
injury.

2. Shifting crash forces to the strongest parts of the
body’s structure.

 To get the most benefit out of your seat belt, you should be
aware of the following points:

e The lap belt should be worn low over the pelvis with the
bottom edge touching the tops of the thighs snugly.

» The shoulder belt should be worn over the shoulder and
across the chest, NOT under the arm and over the abdomen.

Make certain that the
Buckle Up

shoulder belt is not
worn so loosely that it
slides  off  your
shoulder.

e Pregnant women
should wear the lap
belt below the
abdomen and the
shoulder belt above
the belly.

3. Spreading forces over a wide area of the body.

Safety belts reduce the possibility of injury from
“hostile” surfaces inside the car (steering whesl,
dashboard, windshield, controls, etc.). Even if the
belted driver does collide with some of these surfaces,
they do so with much less force and are often spared
more serious injury.

4. Allowing the body to slow down gradually.

The belt keeps the driver “in the driver’'s seat.” The
belted driver is better able to deal with emergencies
and often avoid more serious trouble.

5. Protecting the head and spinal cord.

The belted driver is less likely to be stunned or
rendered unconscious by the accident and is better
able to cope with the situation. Research has found
that proper use of lap/shoulder belts reduces the risk of
fatal injury to front seat passenger car occupants by
45% and the risk of moderate-to-critical injury by 50%
(for occupants of light trucks, 60% and 65%
respectively).

» Every 14 seconds someonein the U.S. isinjured in a traffic
crash, and every 13 minutes someone is killed.

» Seat belts are the most effective safety devices in vehicles
today, reducing the chance of injury or death in a crash by
45% and saving nearly 10,000 lives annually.

» Failure to use a seat belt contributes to more fatalities than
any other single traffic safety-related behavior.

e In 2001, traffic crashes on Tennessee's roadways killed
1,251 people and caused 74,856 injuries. Sadly, many of
those deaths and injuries could have been prevented if only
the victims had taken the time to buckle up.
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Road Test Reminder

Any passenger motor vehicle manufactured or assembled
in 1969 or later must be equipped with seat beltsand they
must be in good usable condition for both applicant and
examiner use.

The Belted Driver Has Better Control of the Car
The seat belt holds the driver in the driving position designed
to give maximum comfort and maximum control of the car.
Beltsalso tend to reduce fatigue. The belted driver stays more
alert. Also the facts are clear: 1n an accident, the belted
driver is much morelikely to survive uninjured.

Common Fears and Misconceptions about Seat Belts:
Many people still have “ bad information” about using safety
belts. For example:
» “ Sofety beltscantrapyouinsideacar.” It takeslessthan
a second to undo a safety belt. Crashes where a vehicle
catchesfire or sinksin deep water and you are “trapped”,
seldom happen. Only one-half of one percent of all
crashes ends in fire or submersion. Even if they do, a
safety belt may keep you from being “knocked out”.
Your chance to escape will be better if you are conscious.

 “ Some people are thrown clear in a crash and walk away
with hardly a scratch.” Most crash fatalities result from
the force of impact or from being thrown from the
vehicle. Your chances of not being killed in an accident
are much better if you stay inside the vehicle. Safety
belts can keep you from being thrown out of your
vehicle, into the path of another one. Ejected occupants
are four times as likely to be killed as those who remain
inside the vehicle.

o “If | get hit from the side, | am better off being thrown
across the car; away form the crash point.” When a
vehicle is struck from the side, it will move sideways.
Everything in the vehicle that is not fastened down,
including the passengers, will slide toward the point of
the crash, not away fromit.

» “ Sofety belts are good on long trips, but | do not need
them if | am driving around town.” Over half of all
traffic deaths happen within 25 miles of home. Many of
them occur on roads posted at less than 45 m.p.h.

ITSWORTH
THE EFFORT

Thera's Just Too Wuch tn Lese

Tennessee's Child Passenger Protection Laws

Tennessee cared enough
about children to become the
first State in the country to
pass a Child Passenger
Protection Law. This law
requires:

1. That any person
transporting a child
under the age of four (4)
years old in a motor
vehicle upon a road, street, or highway in Tennessee
shall be responsible for protecting the child and
properly using a child passenger restraint system
meeting federal motor vehicle safety standards.

* A 2001 amendment allows a mother to remove a
child under four (4) years of age from a child
passenger restraint system only when the mother is
nursing the child.

Remember, holding a child in your lap, even if you
have on your seat belt, does not protect the child. In
fact, your own body weight in an impact could add
serious damage to the child. While the above makes it
legal for a mother to nurse while the vehicle is in
motion; the safest recommendation is still to pull over
and stop briefly for this need.

2. That aperson transporting a child between four (4) and
eight (8) years of age who weighs less than forty
pounds (40 Ibs.) shall provide for the protection of the
child; by properly using a separate carrier, an integrated
child seat or a belt positioning booster seat.

3. That any person transporting any child between four (4)
and eight (8) years of age who weighs forty pounds (40
Ibs.) or more, -OR- any child, between eight (8) and
fifteen (15) years of age shall be responsible for the
protection of the child by properly using a passenger
restraint system, including safety belts meeting federal
motor vehicle safety standards.

By promoting child passenger safety, Tennessee attempts
to protect its most precious resource from needless death and
injury. Why needless? Consider the following:

» Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for
children 5to 14. An average of eight children are killed
and more than 900 are injured in crashes every DAY .

e Children who are properly secured in safety seats
survive three quarters (3/4) of the crashes that would
otherwise be fatal.

» The proper use of child-restraint devices could prevent
nine out of ten deaths and eight out of ten serious
injuriesto child passengers under the age of four.

Unfortunately, many of these needless injuries result in
permanent disabilities such as paralysis, brain damage,
epilepsy, etc.
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Set a Good Example - Always Buckle Up

Think about what your child sees you do in the car. Do
you wear your safety belt? Children follow their parents
example. Set agood example and remember you want to stay
alive to share the beautiful years of your child's growth.

There have been studies conducted that show children’s
behavior in the car improves when they learn how to ride in
their child-restraint device and it becomes habit. Make it a
habit for your child. A habit you can both live with.

Put children in their place—in child-restraint devices
or seat belts!

Tips For Using Seat Belts With Children

When your child “graduates’ from the child-restraint
system to seat belts, it is very important for the belts to lie
across the correct area of the child's body. Generally this will
be approximately around the age of eight or when the child
reaches a height of 4'9”.

Basically a child is big enough to use the vehicle lap and
shoulder belt when they can sit with their back against the
vehicle seat back with their knees bent over the edge of the
vehicle seat without slouching. The lap belt should lie
securely on the child’s upper thigh, low and snug around the
hips. The shoulder belt should fit snugly across the chest and
rest between their neck and shoulder. Never put the shoulder
belt behind the child's back or under their arm.

Always remember “Belts to Bones’. The pelvic bone
and the collar bone should bear the pressure of the seat belts.
If the safety belt system seems to ride up too high on the
child’s stomach or the shoulder harness lays across the face or
neck area of the child, you should continue to use a booster
seat or one of the many models of high back booster seats that
incorporate the vehicle's existing safety belt system.

Children ages 12 and under are safer
in the back seat of a vehicle.

Air Bag Safety

Air bags can HELP save your life. There have been
over 800,000 air bag deployments, and air bags have been
credited with saving more than 4,011 lives since 1987
according to information provided by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration. Even if your car has airbags,
aways wear your seat belt. Airbags are supplemental
restraint systems that work WITH seat belts, not in place of
them. They help protect adults in a frontal crash, but they
don’'t provide protection in side or rear impact crashes or in
rollovers. Most tragedies involving air bags could be
prevented if air bags are used in combination with a safety
belt and if children under 12 are properly restrained in the rear
seat of the vehicle. n

“The Back |Is Where
GQ-)"

It’s At” for children 12 and
under. While air bags have a
good overal record of

providing supplemental protection for adults in the event of a
crash, they pose a severe risk for children ages 12 and under.
Research shows that children and air bags simply do not mix.
Several children have been killed by a deploying air bag. In
many cases, the child was not properly buckled, was
completely unbuckled, “out of position”, or the child wasin a
rear-facing infant seat placed in the front passenger seat.
Children are safer properly restrained in a child restraint-
device or seat belt in the back seat of a vehicle, regardless of
whether the vehicle is equipped with a passenger side airbag.
NEVER PLACE A CHILD SAFETY SEAT IN THE
FRONT SEAT WHERE A FRONT MOUNTED
PASSENGER AIR BAG ISPRESENT.

An important item to remember isthat an air bag isnot a
soft, billowy pillow. Air bags were developed to prevent
vehicle occupants from striking the steering wheel or
dashboard. The air bag deploys and immediately deflates —
faster than the blink of an eye. Air bags combined with
safety belts are the most effective protection currently
avallablein acar or truck.

If you drive, own or ride in avehicle equipped with either
adriver-side and/or passenger side air bag you should follow
the following safety points:

Adults
* Always wear the
lap AND shoulder
safety belts

e If you have an
adjustable steering
wheel always try to
keep it tilted down
inalevel or parallel
position.

e Sit as far as possible from the steering wheel (or
dashboard on passenger side) to give the air bag room
to deploy and dissipate its energy; ten (10) to twelve
(12) inches between the chest and the air bag moduleis
recommended by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA).

Children

e Children 12 and younger should always ride in the
back seat, properly buckled up or restrained in a child
restraint device.

¢ Infantsin rear-facing seats should NEVER be placed in
thefront seat of avehicle with apassenger-side air bag.

— -

* Infants should be properly restrained in the back seat.

e If achild must ride in the front seat of avehicle with a
passenger-side airbag, the seat should be moved back
as far as possible and the child should be properly
buckled up.

Air Bag Deactivation?
Should air bags be deactivated? No, not unless you meet
one of the four following criteria:

1. Thedriver cannot sit 10 to 12 inches from the steering
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wheel and air bag module, and drive the car safely.

2. The driver and/or passenger(s) has one of several
unusual medical or physical conditions.

3. The driver must transport children under 12 in the
front seat because the car has no rear seat or because
of acar pool situation.

4. An infant in a rear-facing infant seats must be
transported in the front seat because the car has no
rear seat.

Vehicle owners and lessees can obtain an on-off switch
for one or both of their air bags only if they can certify that
they are, or a user of their vehicle is in one of the four risk
groups above. To be considered eligible for an on-off switch
aNHTSA request from must be filled out and returned to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).
Forms are available from state driver license and registration
offices and may be available from automobile dealerships and
repair facilities. Forms may also be requested by contacting
NHTSA'sAuto Safety Hotline at 1-888-DASH-2-DOT  (1-
888-327-4236) or visiting the NHTSA Web site at

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov.
Other Child Passenger Protection Laws

It is now not only common sense, but against the law to
alow children under the age of twelve to ride in the bed of a
pickup truck. The only exceptions are:

1. When the vehicle is being used in an organized

parade, procession, or other ceremonial event.

2. When the vehicle is being used for agricultural
purposes.

3. Incertain local areas where children over age six who
are not yet 12 year old are in vehicles traveling on
local streets and roads.

Even with these exceptions, if achild under the age of six
isin the pickup truck bed, the vehicle must travel 20 miles per
hour or less.

Each year more than 200 people die as a result of riding
in the cargo area of pickup trucks. More than half of these
deaths are children and teenagers.

Follow The Four Steps of
Child Passenger Safety

1. When to use a rear-facing child safety seat
From birth to at least 20 pounds and at least one year of
age. The harness straps should be at or below shoulder
level. For babies who are under one year and over 20
pounds, be sure they ride in a safety seat approved for
heavier babies and continue to ride rear-facing until at
least one year of age.

2. When to use a forward-facing seat. If achild is at least
20 pounds and at |east one year old to about 40 pounds and
about age four. The harness straps should be at or above
shoulder level. Most convertible, forward facing seats
require use of the top slot for forward facing seats.

3. When to use a booster seat. If the child is over 40 pounds
up to 80 pounds and under four feet, nineinchestall. Belt-
positioning booster seats must be used with both lap and
shoulder belts. Never use a booster seat with a lap belt
only. Make sure the lap belt fits low and tight to avoid
abdominal injuries.

4. When to buckle up a child in an adult seat belt. If a
child is over 80 pounds and at least four feet, nine inches
tall. If achild can sit with their back straight against the
vehicle seat back cushion, with their knees bent over the
vehicle's seat edge without slouching, they can be moved
out of the booster seat into the regular back seat.
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TRAFFIC/SIGNS

Traffic signs give you information about the road, the
highway system, traffic flow, and the local regulations and
laws. They warn you about hazards, identify your route, and
direct the speed and movement of traffic. These signs aso
provide directions and let you know about places of interest,
from the huge overhead green interstate signs to the little blue
rectangles that direct you to alibrary or hospital.

Every traffic sign has a definite shape and colors that
announce their purpose and specific meanings. You should be
able to recognize them immediately. Even if a stop sign is
damaged or blocked by dirt, limbs or snow, you should know
by the octagonal shape and red color that you must stop.

Sign Shapes and Colors

Learn the standard colors and shapes (shown below) so
you know what a sign means, even at adistance. For example,
arectangle is always aregulatory sign, telling you about laws
and regulations or giving you instructions such as speed limits
or lane uses.

REGULATORY
RAILROAD

WARNING
Hazard
Ahead

NO
PASSING

SCHOOL

Color Codes On Highway Traffic Signs
Colorsof Signs Series
The colors to be used on standard signs shall be as follows:

RED is used only as a background color for STOP signs,
multiple supplemental plates, DO-NOT-ENTER messages,
WRONG WAY signs and on Interstate route markers; as a
legend color for YIELD signs, parking prohibition signs, the
circular outline and diagonal bar prohibitory symbol.

RED: Stop, yield,
do not enter or
wrong way.

BLACK:
Regulatory.
Route markers.

YELLOW: General ORANGE:
warning. Construction and
maintenance

warning.
BROWN: Public ~ GREEN: Distance ~ WHITE: BLUE: Motorist
recreation areas direction and Regulatory services
and parks. information. guidance.

The meanings of the eight basic background colors
of signs should be memorized.

BLACK isused as a background on ONE-WAY signs. Black
is used as a message on white, yellow and orange signs.

WHITE is used as the background for route makers, guide
signs, the Fallout Shelter Directional sign, and regulatory
signs, except STOPsigns, and for the legend on brown, green,
blue, black and red signs.

ORANGE isused as a background color for construction and
maintenance signs and shall not be used for any other
purpose.

YELLOW is used as a background color for warning signs,
except where orange is specified herein, and for school signs.

BROWN isused as abackground color for guide information
signs related to points of recreational cultural interest.

GREEN is used as a background color for guide signs (other
than those using brown or white), mileposts, and as a legend
color with a white background for permissive parking
regulations.

BLUE is used as a background color for information signs
related to motorist services (including police services and rest
areas) and the Evacuation Route Marker.

Four Other Colors — Purple, light blue, coral, and strong
yellow-green have been identified as suitable for highway use
and are being reserved for future needs.

Whenever white is specified herein as a sign color, it is
understood to include silver-colored reflecting coating or
elements that reflect white light.

Traffic signs are placed to help you and to instruct
you in the best and safest use of the highway. All signs
must be obeyed at all times unless a policeman or other
traffic officer directsyou to do otherwise. Study and learn
the signs on the following pages and notice that the shape
of each sign has a general or specific meaning.
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Octagon Shape — Stop

This sign is the only eight-sided
sign you will see on the highway. It
always means that there is danger. It
will always be red with white lettering.
It tells you that you are approaching an
important street or highway and that you
must bring your car to a complete stop, not
going beyond the crosswalk. IF you cannot see, then proceed
cautiously to a point where you can see, and then go only if

you can do so safely.
4-Way or All Way: Red Rectangle — 4-WAY
Added below a stop sign, means all traffic
approaching this intersection must stop. ALL WAY
Triangular Shape — Yield
) This three-sided sign means that
you are approaching an intersection and
" must stop and wait if any other vehicles
are approaching from the right or left on
the other highway. If you are sure no other
" cars are coming you need not come to a
complete stop but you must slow down and

enter the intersection with caution. You must stop when traffic
warrants.

Round Shape — Railroad Ahead

This circular sign always means that
you are approaching a railroad grade #f
crossing. You must slow down and be
ready to stop. This sign tells you that it
iS up to you to stop if you see a train W
coming. NEVER TRY TO “BEAT” "4
THE TRAIN. YOU WILL USUALLY ™
MISJUDGE ITS SPEED. More than 200 trafflc crashes
occur each year at railroad crossings. Do not play with your
life trying to “beat the train.”

Broad “X” Shape — Railroad Here
y This is known as a crossbuck sign. It is
placed at all railroad grade crossings, and tells
you exactly where the tracks are located. Notice
the smaller signs placed on the post directly

below the crossbuck. They will tell you the

number of tracks at a particular crossing. This
isvery important because, when there are two or
more tracks, one train passing might hide the
approach of atrain from the other direction.

Flashing lights on a crossbuck mean that a train is
comi ng Always stop when the lights are flashing.
Remain stopped until the train has
passed. If thereis more than one track.
be sure al tracks are clear before

A— V|
flashing and before the gate comes down.

Remain stopped until the gates are raised and the lights stop
flashing.

Diamond Shape — Hazardous Or
Unusual Condition Ahead

These signs call for caution and
usually for a slower speed. Some
carry written information. Others are ™,
miniature symbolic road maps that ™,
warn of highway conditions ahead. This ™,
sign tells you that you are approaching an
intersection. The black lines show you just what
kind of intersection thisis. Thissigntellsyou it isacrossroad.
(See more examples of warning signs on pages 43-44)

Rectangular Shape—Special Laws, Regulations
Or Important Information AppliesHere

e LaneControl

The signs below indicate that traffic in the respective
lanes must either move straight through or turn left. They may
also direct certain vehicles (such as trucks) as to which lane

TRUCK | |TRUCKS
LANE USE
500 RIGHT

FEET LANE

LEFT LANE
'\k‘ NI 4 || must
ONLY | |ONLY!||ONLY TURN LEFT

they must travel. Variations of these signs will limit turns by
showing an arrow with the word “Only,” and others will
indicate that traffic must turn right. These signs are sometimes
mounted overhead.

The sign shown at right (High Occupancy
Vehicle) indicates lanes reserved for buses and
vehicles with the minimum number of
occupants specified on the sign.

e Speed Control

Speed Limit Signs. These signs tell you
the maximum speed allowed, the minimum speed required, or
of achangein speed limit.

HOV-2
ONLY

6-8AM
MON-FRI

SCHOOL

SPEED LIMIT

Ol15/0O

WHEN FLASHING

The sign on the far right is used whenever children are
within walking distance of school. It tells you that children
may be crossing the street on their way to and from school.
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Thistype of signiscontrolled by atime clock and flashes
yellow lights while illuminating the speed limit. Failure to
obey the posted school zone limit could result in serious
injury or loss of life to Tennessee's most valuable asset, its
children.

Regulatory Signs

[ STOP | PEDESTRIANS [ )
FOR BICYCLES COMMERCIAL
SCHOOL MOTOR-DRIVEN VEHICLES
BUS CYCLES EXCLUDED
LOADING OR PROHIBITED
UNLOADING \ J
WEIGHT] END
PEDESTRIANS
LI MLT AND BICYCLES 1 5
- T PROHIBITED MILE
Al *T N— SPEED
v || ONE
PARKING
8:00 AM WAY
TO 4:00 PM h

This sign is used on a highway
which has four lanes or more. It means
that you must drivein the extremeright-
lane unless you want to pass a slower-
moving car or make a left turn. Never
straddle lanes or drive in the center lane
when you are moving more slowly than
other traffic around you.

SLOWER
TRAFFIC
KEEP

RIGHT

( N\

DO
NOT
PASS

A J

* No Passing Sgns - These signs tell
you where passing is not permitted.
Passing areas are based on how far
you can see ahead. They consider
unseen hazards such as hills and

curves, intersections, driveways and
other places a vehicle may

NO |
PASSING
ZONE

A triangular No Passing

Zone sign can also be

used. These signs are

yellow or orange and placed on the
left side of the roadway.

These signs which have a white background and a red
circleand line diagonally through them mean “NO” according
to what is shown behind the red symbol. For example:

®

{

y

NO TRUCKS

\

N

NO LEFT TURN NO U TURN

4 N\

NO
PARKING

HERE

This sign tells you that,
inthe areawherethissignis
placed parking is forbidden.

This sign tells you that
you are approaching a
one-way street and that you
must not enter from the
direction you are traveling.

Tennessee law (T.C.A. 55-8-
139) makes it illegal to stand
in a roadway to solicit a ride.
Hitchhiking is not only dangerous
to the pedestrian, but aso to the
driver of the vehicle who stops to
pick up a stranger. It is
recommended that you neither
hitchhike nor pick up hitchhikers.
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Warning Signs

Thissign tellsyou to be prepared for
arather sharp turn to the left. The turn
sign is used to mark turns with a
recommended speed of 30
m.p.h. or less.

Curve Sign

Thissign tellsyou that you must
be prepared for a curve to the
right. The curve sign is used to
mark curves with recommended
speed in the range between 30
and 55 m.p.h.

Reverse Turn Sign

This sign tells you that you

must turn right, then left. The

. reverse turn sign is used to

% Mmark two turns in opposite

# directions that are less than
600 feet apart.

Advisory Speed Plate
The smaller sign on the post
beneath this sign is used to
supplement warning signs. It gives
you the recommended maximum safe
speed.

You will see this sign — or one
saying, “SLIDES’ in some hilly
areas. Both of these signs warn of
rocks which may be in the
road; not of rocks which may
strike you from overhead.

Watch the roadway, not the hill.

This sign indicates that there is a
STOP sign you can't yet see just
ahead — so you should start to
sow down at this point. A
similar sign using a symbol
shaped like a traffic light and
the black arrow indicatesthereis
a“traffic signal ahead.”

This sign indicates that there
isa YIELD sign you can't yet
see just ahead — so you should
start to slow down at this point.

2

This sign warns you that the
road ahead narrows and that
you must plan to moveinto the
left lane. Don't forget to check
behind you before you begin
this maneuver and signal your
intentions.

This sign alerts you to the
possibility of traffic blending
into the main stream of travel.
After checking to your rear you
should move into the other lane,
if possible, to alow the merging
motorist a clear path.

This sign tells you that the
bridge istoo narrow to be safe at
average passing speeds; you
must slow down and drive
cautiously when you are crossing
a bridge which displays this sign.

You will see the following sign

near school grounds or buildings.
This sign warns you to slow
down, drive with caution, and
watch for children. It is placed as
you approach a school.
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Warning Signs

N

SLIPPERY WHEN WET CATTLE CROSSING

ey

&

TWO-WAY TRAFFIC LEFT LANE ENDS

%

BIKE CROSSING WINDING ROAD

©

CHEVRON
A sharp changein
direction ahead

LOW CLEARANCE

T-INTERSECTION
You must turn right or left. Be
prepared to yield.

@

T-INTERSECTION AHEAD

Work Area Signs - These construction, maintenance or
emergency operations signs are generally diamond or
rectangular shaped, orange with black letters or symbols
and warn you that people are working on or near the roadway.
These warnings include reduced speed, detours, slow moving
construction equipment and lane closures. In work areas, a
person with a sign or flag may control traffic. You must obey
the directions of these persons.

Construction Signs

DETOUR
500 FT.

AHEAD

Channeling Devices

Chanmesling Devices
Lizad 1w direct rmific flisw

BARRICADE  PAMEL CON

BARRICADE

Barricades, vertical panels, concrete barriers, drums and
cones are the most common devices used to guide drivers
safely through work zones. When driving near these devices,
keep your vehicle in the middle of the lane and obey the
posted speed limit. As you leave the work zone, stay in your
lane and maintain your speed. Don’t change lanes until you
are completely clear of the work zone.

Electronic Message
or Arrow Signs - These
are mobile devices that
are often used on some
roadways to give you
advance warning of construction zones, special traffic
directions, road closures or in some cases weather hazards.

Flashing arrow panels advise approaching drivers of
lane closures. You must begin to merge into the remaining
open lane(s) well in
advance of this sign.
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Highway Flaggers

You will see flaggers such as these pictured below at
numerous construction sites along our highways.
Please learn these three simple
signals since they are
the most commonly
used by construction

TO STOPTRAFFIC

.
“ TOALERT AND SLOW
TRAFFIC

flaggers. Flaggers at some

worksites may use paddles with the word stop

on one side and slow on the other instead of red flags. The

basic hand movements for stop and proceed remain the same
whether aflag or paddleis used.

Slow-Moving Vehicle (SMV) Emblem

DAA

RED REFLECTIVE SLOW-MOVING ORANGE
BORDERS VEHICLE EMBLEM FLUORESCENT
KIT CENTER

Recognize this sign. Some day (or night) it may save
your life. Look at it!

During daylight the bright fluorescent orange solid
triangle in the center of the SMV emblem is highly visible. At
night, the SMV emblem glows brilliantly in the path of
approaching headlights.

You may see this emblem on slow-moving vehicles such
asfarm tractors, machinery, construction equipment, or horse-
drawn vehicles.

Object Marker

These markers warn you of objects
not actually in the roadway but so close
to the edge of the road that they need
marking.

Typical applications include bridge
ends, underpass abutments and other
obstructions closely adjacent to the

7,

y

edges of the roadway.

Hazard Hazard
to left to right
Guide Signs For Highways
(( \ A sign such as the one

below will show two highways
4 4 are coming together or

separating. The sign to the left

denotes a State secondary

highway while the one to the
Tennessee

\ 7). right indicates a U.S. highway
PRIMARY ROUTE that will reach into another
(Primarily Connects Cities)  state. Drivers should become
thoroughly familiar with route
numbers and signs they must follow when beginning a trip
from one area to another. They should approach signs such as
the one below with caution and should be alert for drivers
nearby who are not
familiar with the area
highways.

CT

I nter state Route Marker

/ INTERSTATE \

Indicates that the route is one of
the routes comprising the national
system of interstate and defense
highways. These highways join
centers of population and defense
establishments and join with the major
international highways at the Mexican and
Canadian borders, they constitute a nationwide network of the
most important highways.
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Guide Signs On Interstates

These are signs to help you while driving on Tennessee's
Interstate and Defense
Highways. The signs are
above or to the right of the
highway with the arrows
pointing to the lane you
should be in if you intend to
enter or leave the road.

Chestnut
Street

A

This sign is seen on
Interstates and Expressways.
The background is green
with white lettering and/or
numbers visible at some
distance. Such signs give
information vital to selection
of lane, proper exits, etc.

~§- EXITONLY ~§ |

If an Interstate guide sign is marked with the
above sign, all traffic in the lane(s) directly
below the arrows MUST exit.

J

e N

WEST
Memphis
) 4

{ TENNESSEE

[\ /

Service Signs

The blue color of these signs indicates that they provide
direction to motorist service facilities. Word message signs
will also be used to direct motorists to areas where service
stations, restaurants and motels are available.

-H'.

HOSPITAL
—

Handicap Symbol
Parking spaces displaying this blue sign
are reserved for vehicles bearing disabled
veteran or handicapped license plates, or a
special handicapped decal. The use of
reserved handicapped spaces by others is
prohibited by law. Please be courteous!

C

Directional Signs

The green background signs
indicate that the message is
providing directional information.
New directional signs will point to
bike and hiking trails.

N

BIKE ROUTE

TRAIL

Reference Markers

In order to help motorists better
identify their location on urban
interstates, the state has installed
interstate reference markers every 1,000
feet along heavily traveled sections.
These have been installed in Nashville
and Knoxville, and are planned for
Memphis and Chattanooga in the near
future.

The signs display
information about the route number, direction
of travel, and the “log mile” in tenths of a
mile. Most are mounted on the median
dividers. Thus, motorists with maobile phones
who notify emergency operators about
incidents will be able to give an accurate
description of the exact location where
assistance is needed. Thiswill help emergency
personnel respond more rapidly, and possibly
make the difference between life and death. It
will also help clear the highways more
quickly.

RAMP SIGN

W

223
6

MAIN LINE
SIGN

Uniform Highway Markings

The information in Chapter Seven is taken from the
United States Department of Transportation's Federal
Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices, which al highway agencies must use
in marking and signing roadways under their jurisdiction.
Until all states have completed marking, drivers may
encounter both the old and new markings. BE ALERT and
follow directions.

Word and symbol markings on the pavement are used for
the purpose of guiding, warning, or regulating traffic.

Symbol arrows indicating more than one movement is
permitted; arrows indicating only one movement is
mandatory.
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Traffic Signals

Traffic signals are used to control drivers of vehicles and
pedestrians at some intersections and crosswalks. Signals
promote better movement of traffic on busy roads by
assigning right of way. Generaly, if a signal is not working,
stop as you would if there were stop signsin al directions (4-
Way Stop). Common courtesy and the right-of-way law say
that the driver on the right who arrives first gets to go first.
However, stay cautious and be sure it is safe to proceed even
when you are the first vehicle to reach the intersection.

Traffic control devices include traffic signals, signs and

pavement markings. Traffic control can also be provided by
law enforcement, highway construction personnel or school
crossing guards. You must obey directions from these
individuals, even if their directions are different than what the
traffic lights and signs indicate. Also remember that
regardless of the color of a traffic signal ALL vehicles must
yield the right-of-way to any approaching emergency
vehicles.
e Traffic Lights are usualy placed at heavily traveled
intersections. These lights tell you when or where to stop and
go. A green light meansyou can go if it issafe. A yellow light
means caution, prepare to stop for the red light and the red
aways means stop. Standard traffic lights are red, yellow and
green, from top to bottom respectively.

2{=/p}— Stop behind crosswalk or stop line.
Unless otherwise posted, you may turn right
on red after coming to a complete stop and
when no pedestrians or cross traffic are
present.

YELLOW — Caution, prepare to stop. Red
stop signal will be exhibited immediately
thereafter. Adjust your speed immediately so
you may come to a smooth stop. You must
stop if it is safe to do so. DO NOT SPEED
UP TO BEAT THE LIGHT. If you are
already IN the intersection when the yellow
light comes on, do not stop but continue
cautiously  through the intersection.
Tennessee law only requires the yellow light
to be exhibited for a minimum of 3
SECONDS beforethered light.

Caollisions often happen at intersections
on yellow lights. Not only is it dangerous for
you to ignore the yellow light because you
may hold up oncoming traffic that receives
the green light, you also must be aware that some drivers
often “jump the green” and start through an intersection
because they have seen the yellow light come on from the
crossing directions. If you try to “beat the yellow” and
another driver decidesto “jump thegreen” theresults could
be deadly!

[ERE=Y)— Go IF the intersection is clear. You must yield to
pedestrians and vehicles still in the intersection at light

change. The green signal gives you the permission to proceed,
however you must still observe the laws of the right-of-way.
Yield to oncoming vehicles if you are turning left. Never

attempt to “jump the gree” by starting through the intersection
early or by making a quick left turn in front of oncoming
traffic. Thisis extremely dangerous!

Protected Arrows - At many intersections you may see what
iscalled a*“protected turn arrow”. when the arrow is green, you
have the right-of-way and may drive the vehicle only in the
direction of the arrow after yielding to vehicles and pedestrians
already in the intersection. When the arrow changes to yellow,
prepare to yield to oncoming traffic. When the arrow is red or
your lane hasthered light, all turns are prohibited, even if other
lanes of traffic have a green signal and your path through the
intersection appears to be clear.

When traffic lights have added lights with directional
arrows, drivers may cautiously enter the intersection only to
make the movement indicated by the arrow. The light for your
lane controls the direction in which you may lawfully proceed.

If traffic circum- l l

stances have left you in an

intersection waiting to P

make a left turn, and the

light turnsred, you should ) AgH|NG  FLASHING RED

complete the turn when

the traffic clears. Do not YELLOW Complete _stop.
- Yowdownand Sameasstopsign.

try to back up, or stay in proceed with Lok both ways,

the intersection blocking caution at the yield to traffic

traffic. Better yet, don't intersection. and pedestrians

and proceed when

find yourself in this an
it is safe to do so.

situation! You should not
pull into an intersection to make a turn until your path is clear.

* Pedestrian Signals- allow pedestrians to know wheniit is
legally permitted and safe to cross a street or intersection.
Pedestrians can promote traffic safety and protect themselves
by observing the following rules:

A. “Wak” Sign: Many streets with significant pedestrian
traffic will have a pedestrian signal that displays the word
“WALK" or a symbol of a person walking when it is legally
permitted and safe to cross the street or intersection.
Pedestrians who have started to cross the street or
® intersection when the “WALK” sign or walking
person symbol appears should continue as
quickly as possible to the other side of the street
if the signal shiftsto “DON"T WALK".

Please note: At some intersectionsthereisa
button near the base of the pedestrian signal
or stop light that must be pushed by the
pedestrian to activate the pedestrian signal
to show the “ WALK” sign.

B. “Don't Wak” Sign: Pedestrian signals
indicate when it is not legally permissible nor
safe to cross a street or intersection. When the
pedestrian signal shows the words “DON’T
WALK” or a symbol of a raised hand
appears it is not legally permitted nor
safe to begin crossing a street or
intersection.
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A

Driving in this If flashing laneis Driving isNOT
lane is permitted for turning only, if Permitted in this
solid direction of lane

lane is changing

The above signals may appear as single or multiple units
over each lane of the roadway, and are most often used when
the direction of the flow of traffic changes during different
hours of the day. Also indicates toll plazalane open or closed.
(See Chapter 8, page 66 for details on reversible lanes)

General Principles of
Pavement Lane Markings

Lines and symbols on the roadway divide it into lanes,
tell you when you may pass other vehicles or change lanes,
which lanes to use for turns, define pedestrian walkways and
show where you must stop for signs or traffic signals. Line
colorstell you if you are on a one-way or two-way roadway.
e Edge and Lane Lines - Lines along the side of the road

show you where the edge of the road is located. A solid
white line indicates the right edge of the traffic lane on a
road. A solid or broken yellow line indicates the | eft edge of
traffic lanes going in your direction.

° If you ever find yourself with yellow to your right and
white to your left, you are going the wrong way.
Remember, on a divided highway the side of the
roadway to the left of the driver and nearest the
median, alwayshasayellow line. Theright side of the
roadway will always have a white line. It is a good
way to confirm you are traveling the right direction
when entering an unfamiliar interstate.

e Yellow Lane Markings - Lines separating traffic moving

in opposite directions are yellow.

Yellow lines are aso used to
mark aboundary or barrier of the
travel path at the location of a
particular hazard such as bridge
supports, etc.
° Broken yellow lines mean
that you MAY crosstheline

to pass if there is no
oncoming traffic and it is safe
to do so.

° Two solid yellow lines
between lanes of traffic
means you MAY NOT cross
the lines from either

direction to pass even if no

oncoming traffic is in view. You may cross a solid
yellow line to turn into a driveway or side road if it is
safe to do so.

One solid yellow line and one broken yellow line:
Where there is both a solid and a broken yellow line

between opposing lanes of traffic, you may not pass if
the solid yellow line is on your side. If the broken
yellow line is on your side, you are in the “passing
zone” and may pass if it is safe to do so. You must
safely return to your side of the roadway before the
passing zone ends.

4= No Passing Mo Passing
mﬁ'&

* White Lane Markings - Multiple lanes of traffic that flow in
the same direction are separated by white lane markings. You
will find white lane markings on freeways, limited access
highways, by-passes and one-way streets.

° Broken white lines between
lanes of traffic mean you MAY
crossthelinesto pass or change
lanesif it is safe to do so.

° One solid white line between
lanes of traffic means that you
should stay in your lane and MAY NOT cross the line to
pass (unless an emergency situation requires you to change
lanes).

e Cros